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S.R. Thomas Antony

EDITOR

Grisis faced hy Budget Private
Schools in the time of GOVID 19

Life across the globe has come to a standstill due to the outbreak
of COVID 19 and even the first world countries are struggling to grapple
with the current situation. The Indian Government had announced a
‘lanta curfew' on March 22nd followed by a complete lockdown of the
country for 40 days In order to contain the virus. Belng an
unprecedented situation, the country had to work and rework on
several fronts In order to equip the citizens. This article will discuss
some of the challenges that are faced by the Education sector with
specilal reference to Budget Public School.

Like any other affected essential service sector, the pandemic has
severely hit the education sector too. A sudden but inevitable gap that
has occurred In the academic calendar I1s going to put pressure on
students who are away from the schools in this pandemic situation. A
proper and well thought quideline i1s lacking at present which Is
required to direct the schools on how to address crisis In the current
scenario.

Budget private schools (BPS) are privately-run schools that charge
very low fees between Rs 50-300 per month, operating among
the poorer sections of the society and have become
relevant to the education discourse of India. Budget private schools
In some rural areas of the country take a nominal fee that amounts
up to thirty rupees per month. Most such schools are charging a
maximum monthly tuition fee not exceeding the amount a daily wage
laborer earns a day. These schools show the entrepreneurial spirit
In the field of education and how private Institutions can also
be inclusive of the poor.
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While some state governments have taken
some steps like home delivery of midday meals,
disbursement of scholarships as DBT, yet private
school sector especially the budget private
schools are facing severe financial crisis which
can Impact the teaching and non-teaching
fraternity. The parents who choose the Budget

Private Schools belong to the deprived
communities who are mostly a dailly wagers
laborer. Budget Private Schools value the parental
choice and try to satisfy the parental choice by
providing good quality education. They generate a
huge volume of employment for the lower middle
class: across the country there are 5 lac schools
which offer jobs to around 2 crores of teaching and
non-teaching employees. If the schools are not
allowed to collect fees as a reqular procedure, the
schools will be facing an iIssue In sustaining
the teaching-learning process. It will adversely
affect the employment of 2 Crore teaching and
non-teaching employees and the livelihood of 10
crores people.

Though 1t took almost a month to start the
discussion on Education reforms in this pandemic
situation, the issues of private sector schools are
under discussed. It would be a discriminatory
practice If the teaching non- teaching staff are
deprived of salaries in these toughest times due to
the financial crisis. Due to the lack of corpus funds,
these schools are not in a condition to manage the
salary of the staff on their own. NISA has already
proposed the competent authorities to look Into
this iIssue In a holistic manner. The beneficiaries of
these schools and the teaching and non-teaching
staff generally belong to deprived communities
and backgrounds. This makes this Issue a
pertinent one which needs Iimmediate attention.

Schools management are also equally
concerned about the lockdown and already the
schools are transforming their teaching model to
e-Courses. When normalcy Is established, these
schools should be directed to complete 220
academic days by cancelling the holidays In the
session. Few state governments have already
iInformed the private schools not to collect fees
until the lockdown is lifted. Some parents are also
demanding the same. In this situation, the central
government should check the possibilities of
Direct Benefit Transfer of the tuition fees to either
parents or to the schools. The government should
transfer an actual Amount of tuition fee for the
entire lock down period to the Parent or School
Directly Under Direct Benefit Transfer Model.

This will help 5 lakh schools to ensure the
education to crores of poor students, sustaining
the employment of 2 crores of Teaching, Non-
Teaching Employees and 10 crores family
members who depend on this economy:.

The RTE reimbursement amount i1s pending for
more than 3 years In so many states, so the
Immediate release of the Pending RTE
Admissions amount would also help the school to
get some relief In managing the current
financial crisis. Though the schools are run as a
Not for Profit entity, they paygal all the taxes at
commercial rates for essential service.
This pandemic situation demands some
exemptions of all the Insurance Instalments,
Tax and essentials like Water, Electricity should
be free at least till July 2020.

This Pandemic, COVID -19 has not only created
health problems, it's equally damaged the
education system as well. In this critical time, It's
Important to make wise, viable, and people centric
decisions to Save Education in India. This could
only happen when decisions are taken with the
participation of all important stakeholders In the
education sector Including Private Schools
Managements. Government should Involve the
Private Schools Management In the decision
making process than ever before to have a fair
Pandemic Guidelines on Education to address the
present situation and also be ready for future time.
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