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I EDITOR’S DESK

AVINASH CHANDRA
Editor

Our understanding of
improving education in
the government schools
is limited to giving them
a facelift by whitewash

beautification and puttin

new chairs and tables.

Why Quality Education is
Not an Election Issue at all!

t is surprising that in India, a country
famous for its many provincial and
national movements, we cannot recall
an instance of a notable mass revolution
of reform in the education sector. Some
movements like Jyotiba and Savitribai
Phule movements managed to bring about
a paradigm shift in the field of education,
yet their primary objective was women
upliftment, social reform and change in
the class hierarchies. Undoubtedly, some
sincere efforts of reform have been made
by Mahatma Gandhi and Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, and they also received support
from the public but somewhere it is
believed to be due to the influence of their
personalities.

In recent years, especially after the
enactment of the Right to Education Act,
there have been incidents of protests
by parents but that too were confined
to some big cities. However, instead of
improving the quality of education, the
issue of these demonstrations remained
limited to the hike in the fees. This is not
a good sign for India! And this is despite
the fact that the Union Rural Development
Minister, Prakash Javadekar, himself stood
in the Parliament of India in December
2016 and admitted that there is a shortage
of 9,07,585 teachers in primary schools and
more than one Lakh posts of teachers in
secondary schools are vacant. It is also an
accepted fact that a quarter of the number
of existing teachers remains absent and
fifty percent teachers present in the school
are missing from classrooms.

In a report jointly published by
the Center for Budget and Governance
Accountability (CBGA) and Child Rights and
You (CRY), it was reported that in primary
schools of six states there are less than 4
lakh teachers. More than 4 lakh vacancies
exist in Bihar and UP only. According to the
HRD ministry, the primary schools in Bihar
and Jharkhand had the highest shortage of
teachers; 38.39% in Jharkhand and 34.37%
in Bihar. In Delhi and UP, the vacancy of
teachers’ posts were 24.96% and 22.99%

respectively. Per media reports, Haryana
had 29,000 posts of teachers vacant.
According to the Geeta Gandhi Kingdon,
professor at University College, London,
there are more than one lakh schools in
India where there is only one teacher. There
are more than two lakh schools where,
on an average, less than 10 children are
enrolled.

In a recent report released by PRAJA,
the plight of education in the state has
been highlighted in detail. According to
the report, in the year 2013-14, the number
of students in government schools was
15,92,813 that has declined to 14,60,675
in the year 2017-18. The percentage of
students who passed the 10th Board
examination has also decreased from
98.81% in the year 2013-14 to 68.9% in
2017-18.

Our understanding of improving
education in the government schools
is limited to giving them a facelift by
whitewash, beautification and putting
new chairs and tables. On the other
hand, schools with comparatively good
education are being forced to shut down
for not complying with input rules.
Despite the incomparable contribution of
education in life, we are silently witnessing
the devastation of our children’s future.

We don't make it an election issue. We
do not pressurize our politicians to improve
the quality of education. According to
former NCERT director, Krishna Kumar,
education being in the concurrent list of
the Constitution is also a major reason for
this. As this provision keeps the education
dwindling between the rights of the State
and the Central government, it provides a
shield to them from their accountability.

It is surprising that the very budget
private schools, stamped as robbers and
exploiters to parents, are organising
nationwide ‘Save Education’ campaign
under the banner of National Independent
Schools Alliance (NISA).

We seek public cooperation in
this campaign...
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KULBHUSHAN SHARMA
President, NISA

The missing piece of

Education in
Political Manifestos

odern economy is essentially a
knowledge-based economy and
countries like South Korea, Indonesia
and Vietnam have made rapid progress
because they have made large
investments in the sphere of education.
However, investments in education
don't bring instant benefits and results
are visible only after a long period.
Even organizations like World Bank and
IMF believe that significant progress is
possible only through investments in
education. Fast progress is taking place
in IT and IA and the labour force needs
constant reskilling which is possible only
through sustained quality education.
However the above-mentioned
countries have been practically one-
party governments and therefore, they
didn't have to provide instant
benefits for their re-election.
India is, however, a
developing
democracy and
the political parties
are  dependent on
popular vote to gain and
sustain political power.
The general public or
the voters, directly, do
not see any benefits of
large scale investment
in education. They also
don't understand the
difference between
mere literacy and genuine quality
education; not realizing the significance
of change in education policies or the
right approach to quality education.
Even the educated middle class feels
that learning outcomes will be better
if there is fear of examination and thus,
children will work hard. This is also one
of the reasons why teachers and parents
have welcomed the change from no-
detention policy to detention at regular

due place in people’s
minds and political
manifestos only if voters
at large understand
the real significance
and meaning of quality
education and prefer
quality education to

intervals on the basis of examinations.
The general belief is that children will
take learning seriously only if fear is
injected into children's minds on a daily
basis.

People indeed are more concerned
with topics like shortage of electricity,
quality of roads, poor sanitation,
adequate water supply, housing and
employment. But poor infrastructure
in schools or high failure rate doesn't
concern them as much. Every political
party knows that they are not going
to lose any votes if the schools are
neglected or mismanaged. The quality
of education just doesn't matter in
elections. As regards education, people
are more interested in admission of their
children in high-end schools at low fees
and easy availability of books and other
resources. They are least concerned if
large investments in government schools
fail to deliver desirable
learning outcomes. Change
of curriculum, change of
teaching methodology, the
right use of technology in
education fail to generate
any public interest. Political
manifestos are designed
to win over voters on the
basis of grandiose promises
made by the political
parties regarding people's
immediate concerns.

Education will find its due place in
people’s minds and political manifestos
only if voters at large understand the
real significance and meaning of quality
education and prefer quality education
to subsidized education. We have to
stress the need for school vouchers,
instead of lower fees, and to sensitise
the parents about the meaning and
dire necessity of quality education for a
bright future of our future generations...
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. Education is important
for development, but it
doesn't become

an Election Issue

Writer, Professor of Education, University of Delhi; Former Director, NCERT

The gains of education are long-term and
call for sustained efforts. Outcomes are often
illegible to the electorate and too complex
for political parties to take credit for them.

Decisions in the field of education are usually quite
illegible to the public eye. Some of them look
inconsequential. Others look so obviously correct
that no one bothers to examine them. Their political
consequences, therefore, are rare and insignificant.
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That is one big reason why education has
little value as an election issue.

Consider the recent decision — taken with genuine
political consensus — about diluting the no-detention
policy of the Right to Education Act. Politicians of just
about every hue supported it. In the media, too, there was
little criticism. Though it is a retrograde step, it looks as if it
was the right thing to do. People find it obviously correct
in light of their own childhood memories. One recalls
being scared in childhood of failing in exams. This popular
memory reinforces the commonsense logic that we all
worked hard because we were afraid of failing. This logic is
a shortcut to the conclusion that children will stop working
hard if the fear of failing is erased. So, now one can happily
take the final step: Learning standards are low (as dubious
surveys have repeatedly proved) because the no-detention
policy has taken the fear factor off learning. These quick
conclusions become axiomatic if you are deliberating on
children of the poor. Old, nicely entrenched middle-class
images of the poor suggest that their children will take
learning seriously only if the school injects into their minds
a hefty, preferably daily, dose of fear.

Another reason

carries little value

as an election
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long-term effort.
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This example demonstrates why
bad decisions taken in education
carry little political cost. Now we
can address a question often asked
before elections: If education is so
important for development, why
doesn't it make a difference to the
outcome of elections? There are
several reasons, and we have sampled
just one of them. Let us turn to the
others. Education presents an elusive
terrain to voters. They respond to
chronic shortages of electricity or
bad roads. Urban voters feel good
about a party during whose regime
the water supply improved. This kind
of reaction does not happen in the
case of poorly-maintained schools or
high failure rate in examination. You
can't think of an election in which an
education-related demand brought
voters together. Nor can you think
of an election in which the neglect
or mismanagement of education led
to a party’s defeat. In election after
election, one gets the impression
that schools and colleges, no matter
how badly they are maintained, just
do not matter in elections. The status
of education as an election issue is
far, far lower than that of bijli, sadak,
pani and naukri (electricity, road,
water and employment).

Yet, political parties seldom
fail to include education in their
election manifestos. The promises
made are often grandiose, offering
a new national policy on education,
increase in expenditure, improved
infrastructure, accountability among
teachers, and so on. But when these
promises are not fulfilled, no one
seems to use the vote as a means
to punish a party or candidate.
Apparently, people don't expect
much change or improvement in
education. There is widespread
acceptance of the state’s failure on the
education front. Acceptance is also
reflected in the general willingness
to turn to privately-run institutions
when state institutions fail to satisfy.
This point looks a lot sharper as a
statement than it is in social reality.

Search for private alternatives is
part of a long unfolding of common
distrust in state institutions and the
legitimate feeling that no individual
can have a say in how these are run.

Another reason why education
carries little value as an election
issue lies in its nature as a long-range
area of governance. Improvement in
any component of education calls
for sustained, long-term effort. The
fruit takes many years — certainly
more than five — to come into view.
By then, public memory phases
out the origin of these effects. The
media doesn’t help either. The din of
election has little room for analysing
a ruling party’s performance in
education because it is hard to sift
older continuities from recently
taken steps.

Another reason why education
seldom figures in an election
debate is its confusing placement
between the Centre and the states.
The “concurrent” status education
holds between the two is not new.
Most people find the distribution
and overlap of responsibilities
quite confusing. In reality, too, the
responsibilities of the two sides are far
from clearly divided. Even on radical
measures like the RTE, the roles of the
Centre and the states
remain unclear. Who,
exactly, is responsible
for the slowing
down of the RTE
momentum is hard to
pin down and explain
to voters, especially
in the Hindi belt.
Given the nature of
election-time ethos in
our country, anything
that sounds complex
loses out.  That
alone may suffice to
disqualify education
as an election issue. It
offers unlimited scope
for confusion and
obfuscation. Little is
known outside about

what is happening inside schools and
classrooms. Tall claims can be made
without much fear of contestation.
The fact that governments have
chosen to ignore basic issues
afflicting the system of education is
nicely concealed in the glamour of
technology-based “solutions”.

In the secondary education slab,
the division between Centre and
states conceals the class divide. The
higher income groups are served by a
Central Board of Examination (CBSE)
while the rest of society sends its
children to schools affiliated to state
boards, Delhibeing a major exception
tothis pattern. Pass percentage differs
quite sharply between the CBSE and
state boards. Millions fail in the latter
boards, arousing little interest in Delhi
and the national media. As for higher
education, it remains both opaque
and irrelevant for the majority of
children never make it to a college.
So, if a regime has actively damaged
institutions of higher learning, the
matter cannot bring much political
loss. Moreover, higher education is
perceived primarily in terms of its
degree-dispensing role. To be told
that it has an intellectual purpose,
too, makes little sense to an average
parent-voter.
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How to fix our

, education system %=

AMIT CHANDRA

Fellow, Centre for Civil Society

Everyone knows how bad the
education system in India is —
but, oddly, it doesn’t seem to be a big
issue when elections take place. The
failure of the state to provide quality
education does not change the way
parents vote. The abysmal mess our
education system is in seems to have
been normalised-that would explain
the apathy. But the future of our
country depends on the education
our children get. We need to fix this.
Commenting on the increasing
number of engineering graduates
in India, someone once said that
if a stone is thrown in any random
gathering of people, it is likely to hit
an engineer. A similar statement can
be made about India's education
system. Pick any random component
of India’s education system, from
teacher appointment to student
enrollment to free learning aid
distribution to construction of schools
or whatever, and you will find it
marred by corruption, inefficiency
and lack of accountability. The core
of the problem is the flawed design
of education system. Until that
fundamental design is changed, the
system will not change. Attempts to
address visible problems will only be
good for temporary face saving. The
solutions we evolve must address the
issue of corruption, inefficiency, lack of
accountability, and that can be done
by empowering parents, ensuring
accountability, and trusting our foot
soldiers, the teachers, with autonomy.
These sound good in principle, but

what specifically must we do? Here
are some ideas:

REPEALRTE

The much celebrated Right to
Education Act has proved to be toxic
to the education system. It is flawed
in design, impractical when it comes
to execution, and the consequence is
schools closing down and declining
student learning level. The Act is so
flawed that even amendments can't
make it any better. The easiest thing
for any government to do is to scrap
the Act. It would give immediate
relief to our ailing education system.
Schools on the verge of closure could
come back to life, and parents upset
with increasing fee of private schools
will find respite.

ALLOW FOR-PROFIT SCHOOLS

One of the fundamental problems
of our education system, with deep-
rooted consequences, is schools
being mandated as a not-for-profit
activity. Education certainly is more
than just a business—butin no way less
than any business. The profit motive
is a powerful incentive for people
to solve the problems of others. The
government itself is unable to provide
quality education — and it prevents
others from doing so as well.

3 INTRODUCE DBT IN EDUCATION

Rajiv Gandhi, when he was prime
minister of India, famously said that
out of every rupee spent by the
government, only 15 paise reached

the intended beneficiary. The per-
child expenditure in schools in Delhi
(owned by both municipal and state
govt) is roughly Rs 50,000/- a year.
However, the benefit doesn’t reach
the last child for whom the state has
taken up the entire responsibility to
provide education to all the children,
andthereforemonopolizedthesector.
The Direct Benefit Transfer model
has been adopted in several welfare
schemes, and has brought efficiency
in government expenditure. The
good news is that the idea has
constitutional support available in
form of article 12-A, which was added
after the 86th amendment to the
constitution in 2002. If implemented,
it will empower millions of poor
parents to provide access to quality
education to their children.

SEPARATION OF ROLES

Regulation of norms and
standard of schools; financing for
construction and operation of school;
implementation and evaluation of
academic provisions: all three roles
are performed under the same
body, Ministry of Education, at
state and central level for different
kinds of schools. This arrangement
goes against the principle of non-
conflict of interest’ and makes it easy
for government to manipulate the
system. For these three different roles,
there should be three different and
independent bodies. They will have
to work in sync with each other due
to the interdependent nature of the
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work, yet the independent nature of
the bodies will act as a check on the
others, keeping them transparent and
accountable.

LEARNING-OUTCOME-BASED
REGULATION

The norms of school regulation are
currently based on inputs such as school
infrastructure and teacher qualification.
A school can continue to function as
long as it complies with input norms
irrespective of the result it delivers. This
needs to be reversed. We should be
concerned about the result the school
delivers. A school must continue to
function as long as it delivers good
results, and must cease functioning if
it fails to do so. This requires that the
norms of school regulation are changed
to the learning outcome.

AUTONOMY TO SCHOOLS

The education system is pretty
centralized at state and central level
as it is designed on the principles
of command and control. This has
resulted in a mismatch in what children
are taught and what children need to
learn to survive in the world of today.
Students, failing to see the real life
application of lessons being taught,
take to rote learning. The person and
institution closest to the beneficiary is
in the best position to understand the
beneficiary, and accordingly customize
its service. Therefore, schools need to
be given autonomy to function in a
manner that its teachers think best for
its students.

THIRD-PARTY ASSESSMENT

Assessment of school
performance, for both government
and private schools, is done by the
government. Now, government itself
being a service provider and also
assessing a private provider of the
same service is another example of a
conflict of interest. An external expert
agency should be set up agency to
conduct independent assessment
of all service providers, based on the
same standards.

EDUCATION DATA IN PUBLIC

Unified  District  Information
System for Education (UDISE) is
currently the source of authentic data
to get insight into school education.
Yet it lacks credibility, and is available
in public domain only after a year.
Lack of credible and real time data
compromises transparency, reduces
accountability and gives system scope
to manipulate. It is not possible even
for policy makers to see the response
of their own policy interventions and
take timely decisions accordingly. With
use of modern technology, a system
needs to be created to generate real
time data on everything happening
in school. It is possible and being
used in other sectors such as
railways. Making such data
available in public domain for
independent interpretation by
experts will bring transparency,
fix accountability and save
generations with timely actions.
(courtesy: www.thinkpragati.com)

monopolized the sector.




Quality Education!

Who bothers?

Editor www.azadi.me

olling for the sixth phase of

Loksabha elections are over and
campaigning for the seventh and
last phase is at its peak. All political
parties are offering assurances and
enticing promises to win a maximum
number of seats. Unemployment
and farmer suicides are the most
discussed issues on the Political
Forum. Next to these are religious
intolerance, guaranteed minimum
income, grand alliances, Balakot
surgical air strikes and Rafale deal.

It is interesting that as elections
are heading towards the last phase, all
important issues are being dumped
and it is now becoming merely an
issue of Modi vs Who? None of the
political parties or alliances, be it NDA,
UPA or parties of Grand Alliance, are
ready to talk on education. Although,
right at the core of unemployment
and other related problems, lies the
lack of quality education and skill
development which is essential for
sustainable employment.

This is despite the fact that during
the last election campaign, BJP’s
prime ministerial candidate Narendra
Modi had made National Policy on
Education an important issue. Later
the government was formed under
his leadership and responsibility of
the Ministry for Human Resources

and Development, was assigned
to Smriti Irani and later to Prakash
Javadekar. Both formed Subramanian
Committee  and  Kasturirangan
Committee respectively to prepare
a National Policy on Education.
Unfortunately, = committees got
extensions one after another, but no
draft was prepared till the end of five-
year tenure of the Government.

The first National Policy on
Education came in effect in the year
1968 under the Prime Ministerial term
of Smt Indira Gandhi. After that, the
second national education policy was
brought in by the then Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi in 1986, followed by few
modifications made by the former
Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao in
1992. Post that, there has been no
change in education policy in the last
25 years. However, the country did
get flagship schemes of Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan and Right to Education Act,
2009 during this period.

After the introduction of Right
to Education Act, the country saw a
surge in student enrollment in schools
which reached close to the global
enrollment rate (average 95%), but
the learning levels reached an abyss.
In the year 2010, India was ranked 72
among 73 nations in the Program for
International Student Assessment

(PISA), a program for evaluating global
education systems. What corrective
step did our country take? It stopped
participating in this competition.

According to ASER, an annual
report published by NGO Pratham,
85% students of 5th standard in
government schools could read Class
Il book in 2008, falling down to 73%
in 2018. 56% of Class VIII students
cannot do simple division of two
digits. According to other studies as
well, 74% students of class VI cannot
read paragraphs of their textbooks,
46% cannot read simple stories of
Class Il level and 8% students could
not identify alphabets.

It is clear that the quality of
education has fallen from bad to
worse but expenditures on education
have regularly increased. In the
year 2010-11, Rs. 486 Crores were
spent on the salary of teachers in
4,435 government schools. There
were around 14000 excess teachers
whereas the number of students in all
these 4,435 schools was almost zero.

In the year 2015-16, this expense
declined to Rs. 152 Crores. The
number of teachers got reduced
to 6,961, a decline of 50%, whereas
the number of government schools
increased to 5,044.

Between 2010 and 2015, the
government has spent more than Rs.
1000 Crores on schools with empty
classrooms. Teachers were paid for
taking classes where no students were
enrolled. States kept on spending
money on empty classes for years.
Hence, not only the skills of appointed
teachers got wasted but also no efforts
were made by state governments to
improve the conditions.

Between 2010-11 and 2015-16,
government schools in many states
have experienced a fall in the number
of studentenrollment. Evenin Andhra



Pradesh, where half of the students
were enrolled in government schools,
the number of students has seen a
fall of 0.8 million in the last five years.
Government schools in Assam and
Bihar, where enrollment percentage is
highest, have seen an increase in this
number. Assam has seen an increase
of 0.05 million students while Bihar
managed to get 2 million new students
in its government schools. Is this a
success indicator of RTE? Obviously
not; because learning outcomes
remain abysmally low in government’s
schools of Bihar. Gujarat also lost 0.1
million students in its schools in the
last five years. Chhattisgarh has also
seen decrease of 0.5 million students
in the same duration.

The last five years have seen a
considerable decline in enrollment of
students in several other states aswell.
For example:

The number of students in
government schools is a serious point
of concern. In the year 2010-11, the
number of students was less than

Uttar
Pradesh 3.08

NUMBER OF

Yadhy2 STUDENTS WHO LEFT
West GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Bengal (in million)

@~

Maharashra ({10 4i‘ i“

Jharkhand

Odisha

50 in around one-third of schools.
According to estimates, there are more
than 350,000 such schools among the
total number of one million schools. In
the year 2011 alone, the salary expense
of teachers in schools with less than
50 students was more than Rs. 21,000
crores. By the mid of 2015-16, the
number of such schools increased to
40% of total schools and expense got
doubled i.e. Rs. 48,340 Crores.

It is surprising that the issue of
quality education which determines
the future of coming generations, and
spurs arguments of spending 6 per cent
of country’s Gross Domestic Product

0.09 Punjab

m Kerala
ll m Karnataka

(GDP) between industry
experts, does not even
become an electoral issue
for political parties.

Moreover, the public
tends to cast votes for
issues like employment,
subsidies, free water and
electricity, unemployment
allowance; but not
for the grave issue of
qualitative education.
Why? Firstly, education
is part of the Concurrent
List of Constitution, which means it
falls under the jurisdiction of both;
Centre, as well as State Governments
and both, are entitled to form policies
regarding the same. In case of conflict,
there is provision for policies of the
Centre to take precedence over the
states. This keeps a window for both
Centre and state governments to
avoid responsibility.

Secondly, impact and outcomes
of educational policies take time to
be seen on ground. It is challenging

to claim achievements

brought by educational

Himachal reforms made during
Pradesh elections. This is the
JS?II?aTl:]mir reason  why political

parties prefer to work on
areas which show quicker
results.

Third and  most
important, the emergence
of private schools as a

Haryana

betteroption.Inotherwords, guardians’

desire for better and qualitative
education for their kids is easily fulfilled
by private schools. Thus they react
more desperately on issues which
don’t have any other alternatives and
force them to remain dependent on
bad services provided by government
i.e roads, transportation, electricity,
employment etc.

Fourth, the teacher lobby in the
country is very powerful and active
for the sake of its own interests.
Teachers play an important
role in spreading information
about government policies

and schemes. In small towns and
villages, teachers are seen as
opinion leaders and their views
have a great influence on people.
Since they are deployed in election

duties, their resentment can
be seen as a loss of voter base.
Therefore, political parties do not
show much keenness in deciding
their accountability mechanism.

...there has been no
change in education
policy in the last 25
ears. However, the
country did get flagship
schemes of Sarva
hiksha Abhiyan and
Right to Education Act,
2009 during this period.
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Are our schools
making its students

relevant for the future

he fourth industrial revolution

is on its way and our kids need
relevant education for it. Now, you
might be wondering: "When did
three industrial revolutions happen?
| have only heard of one!" Well, the
one that most of you know about
is the one that took place with the
invention of the steam engine. It
changed the world in many ways,
especially in its contribution to
mechanization and colonization of
many parts of the world.

Since then, there
have been two
other  industrial
revolutions
that changed
the world
dramatically. One

PRIYADEEP SINHA

Founder, CEO Managing Director, Kidovators

of them was the use of electricity
in mass production and the other
came with the use of electronics
and information technology around
1950s and 1960s. But a bigger
change is currently happening at an
exponential rate. With seamlessly
connected mobile devices and
newer fields of technology such as
artificial intelligence, autonomous
transportation, loT, and more, the
Fourth Industrial Revolution is the
most interesting of all.

Imagine an efficient, 24 x 7
working artificial intelligence-
based IT engineer or bank

, clerk or paralegal that works
* at a fraction of the current
cost. Which employer would
not opt for that?

What next, then? Humans

will have to educate and skill

themselves in adaptability,

problem-solving and

quick decision making

- this is the future

of work we are

looking at, for our

school-going
children.

Now, let us

¥ take a child who

' is entering school

at the age of 6

today and will

| join the human

capital in about

| 2034 which is

15 years from now. For the sake of
comparison, let us consider what we
had 15 years ago. In 2002, mobile
phones were simple devices with
minimal computing power, desktops
were the order of the day and the
only internet in most homes was
a super slow dial-up network. Just
taking this into consideration, you
can realize how different our world
will be in 2034.

In order to build human
capital that is fit for the future of
work, we need them to constantly
evolve as learners, constantly think
innovatively, and have a problem-
solving mindset. Now, let us take the
education structure that we have in
place at present. It discourages kids
from thinking out-of-the-box.

So, how do we revitalize
education? One ofthe mostimportant
elements is what the organization
P21 calls as the 21st Century Core
Competencies’ which includes four
fundamental pillars called Creativity,
Critical Thinking, Collaboration and
Communication. A fifth pillar that
has been recently associated with the
same is Cooperation.

Along with foundational
literacies and character qualities, the
5C’s form the right base for a robust
21st-century education.

These extremely critical skills
for the 21st-century learner must be
taken right inside the classroom.

While one may argue that it

www.nisaindia.org




THIS SKILL IS ASSOCIATED

WITH SOLVING PROBLEMS BY D
ANALYSING AND BREAKING
DOWN THE PROBLEM STATEMENT
THIS HELPS STUDENTS BASED ON BOUNDARY
THINK OF OUT-OF-BOX CONDITIONS PROVIDED. THIS HELPS STUDENTS
SOLUTIONS TO ANY WORK TOGETHER WITH
PROBLEMS GIVEN TO THEM. OTHERS TO ACHIEVE A AWMU NIC4y,
: COMMON GOAL. ' 9

21t Century

Education

would be hard given the current  hundreds of possibilities in the
structure of formal education, here  current formal education structure.
is my counter-argument All of these have one
to the same. Does giving thing in common—

students the opportunity Along with they give students a

to solve mathematics [RWeriile el elely pPowerful tool to think,
problems in multiple ways imagine, go beyond
(let's say through either e ey el lises, what is already known
geometry or algebra) SEISRIRGIRe]sl] to them, allow them to
sound impossible? Can RPN Y P  work with their peer

history not be taught
as case studies where

and, most importantly,

century education. help rouse  their

students work in groups to curiosity and take
create alternate historical scenarios interest in the world around them.
other than what actually happened? At NISA and Kidovators, we

These are just a few of the conducted the National Analytical

N\ ™

THIS SKILL IS THE TOOL
THAT STUDENTS USETO
COMMUNICATE THEIR IDEAS IN
THE BEST POSSIBLE MANNER.

TAKING COLLABORATION IS THE CONTEXT
OF THE PRESENT-DAY SOCIAL FABRIC
ALLOWS STUDENTS TO COOPERATIVELY
CREATE SOLUTIONS THAT CAN SOLVE
MANY OF OUR WORLD PROBLEMS.

Aptitude Test (NAAT 2018) as a 21st-
century skills test for students. Almost
25,000 students from 300 NISA
member schools participated and
answered questions basis creativity
& critical thinking skills, something
they are not used to normally.

With the clock ticking on what
and how of school learning, we
need to make amends to how our
students learn. 21st century core
competencies must become an
integral part of every classroom and
every school, and then we will be
able to be a demographic dividend
that India as a nation so longs for...

NTSA
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NALAT
S e
National Analytical Aptiude Test

2018

; . .
DIVYAANSH MITTAL DILSHAN SINGH GAGANDEEP SINGH SHAGANDEEP KAUR K. L. PRASANNA DIPANKAR DAS
Mind Tree School ~ The Gurukul School P. K. R Jain Vatika Saint Soldier Vidyanidhi IIT Talent  Rising Star English
ALACE T LS Sr. Sec. School Public School School Nr Garden School
HARYANA HARYANA CLASS -V CLASS -1l CLASS - IV CLASS -V
HARYANA HARYANA ANDHRA PRADESH ASSAM

SUMIT KUMAR N.P.Y. BRAHMESWAR KAVALAKUNTLA PRATHAM MEHTA  M.S.TABASSUM NAAZ  AYUSHMAAN SINGH
Shanti Gyan Niketan REDDY PRANATHI REDDY The Alpine Nehru EM and TM  Shanti Gyan Niketan
Sen Sec. Public Nehru EM and TM Nagarjuna Model Top School High School Sen Sec. Public
School High School School Kadapa CLASS - VI CLASS - VI School
CLASS - VI CLASS - VII CLASS - VIl HARYANA ANDHRA PRADESH CLASS - VIl
DELHI ANDHRA PRADESH ANDHRA PRADESH DELHI

£

CNRPS KARTHIKEYA ~ DEVANSHI BHARARA DARREN DIAS G. L. YASWANTH HARSHADA J GURJEEWAN SINGH

RUGVEDI Mind Tree School The Kings School Aditya EM School St. Moses Mata Harki Senior
Kenn(-_;ci)r/]gglll High CLASS - X CLASS - XI CLASS - IX Matriculation School ~ Secondary School
HARYANA GOA ANDHRA PRADESH CLASS - X CLASS - XI
CLASS - IX TAMILNADU HARYANA
ANDHRA PRADESH

NAAT NTSA ¢

National Analytical Aptitude Test National Independent Schools Alliance



TOP
STATES

NISA has made consistent efforts to raise the quality of education in private schools. NAAT
@ is one prominent tool that NISA has developed to improve the quality of education. It is a
nation-wide test which measures the intelligence of students, identifies their shortcomings

States th at through assessment of schools that participate in the NAAT program.
toped th li I am sure NISA will march forward on the path of improving the quality of
ped the list of e VISA .
education in private schools through programs like NAAT. I am also proud
students that that all the NISA state associations have been supporting this NAAT and

giving the best opportunity to affordable private schools students to learn 21st

appeared for , L5
Century knowledge and skills. I am so happy that this time Haryana State

NAAT

holds the first position at National Level and takes this opportunity to
congratulate the winners from Haryana and also appreciation to all
the District leaders and NAAT Schools from Haryana.

DR KULBHUSHAN SHARMA

President NISA and President Haryana Federation of Private Schools Management

Andhra Pradesh

NISA, beyond doubt, is another
@ synonym  for imparting  quality

education especially among BPS across
the country. It is a great source of inspiration
to others to emulate its work.

NAAT is an excellent technical tool to gauge
standards of schools on which the edifice of
quality education can be built up. I am hopeful
that NISA stands as a lighthouse to spread its
rays of knowledge and efforts in all
directions.

I wholeheartedly wish
many more ascending
spirals  of  success
to NISA in the years
to come.

MR KRISHNA REDDY

Andhra Pradesh Unaided Schools Management
Association, ANDHRA PRADESH

Twould like to thank the NISA leaders for

giving the opportunity of learning about

21st century knowledge to affordable
private school students. All these types of tests
never give importance to affordable private
schools students. But NISA initiated this
National Analytical Aptitude Test and helped
the poor students to take part in national level
tests. Out students are so happy about this
test, awards, and experiences they learnt. I
am also congratulating all the Delhi schools
those who participated in
NAAT 2018-2019, Delhi
hold the National level
third position and hope
we will be able to provide
this opportunity to more
number of students
in upcoming tests. =y

MR PREMCHAND DESWAL

Private Land Public Schools Association,
NEW DELHI

NTSA
volume 4 issue 4 | JAN-APR 2019 | namaSkar
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NISA National and State Activities

26 JAN 2019

SARVA SHIKSHA
SUDHAR SAMITI

FARIDABAD,
HARYANA

.1
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NISA EDUDOC

AZIM PREMJI
UNIVERSITY,
BENGALURU

Policy Roundtabie for Parliamentari 1ns
on Education Policy Reforms
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BN NISA MEMBERS

National Independent Schools Alliance

NISA Association Members

KRISHNA REDDY PANKAJ DA - NANDITA MISHRA PRADEEP SHUKLA
Andhra Pradesh Unaided All Assam Private Schools Byktigata Vidyalaya Chandigarh Private Schools
Schools Management Association, ASSAM Samannayrakshee, Association - Village,
Association, ASSAM CHANDIGARH
ANDHRA PRADESH

F,

HS MAMIK ANIL GOEL PREMCHAND DESWAL ABBAS ALI

Independent Schools South Delhi Public Schools Private Land Public Schools Unaided Recognised School
Association, CHANDIGARH Association, NEW DELHI Association, NEW DELHI Welfare Association, DELHI

LAKSHYA CHHABARIA DEEPAK KHAITAN KULBHUSHAN SHARMA RAVI AZTA

Affordable private All Goa Government Federation of Himachal Pradesh
Schools Association, Recognized Unaided Private Schools Association, Private Schools
DELHI Schools Association, HARYANA Management Association,
GOA HIMACHAL PRADESH

NTSA
volume 4 issue 4 | JAN-APR2019 | [ maSkar



BN NISA MEMBERS

i o
SHASHI KUMAR
KAMS-Associated
Management of English
Medium Schools, KARNATAKA

AJAY GUPTA

Joint Committee of Private
Schools, JAMMU

GNVAR

Joint Committee of Private
Schools, KASHMIR

SUNIL OLIYA ANIL DHUPUR RAJENDRA SINGH
Gwalior Private Schools Unaided CBSE Independent English
Association Samiti, Schools-Indore, Schools Association,
MADHYA PRADESH MADHYA PRADESH MAHARASTRA

ANIRUDH GUPTA

BITHUNGO KIKON KULVIR CHAND
President, Punjab Independent Schools Association of Heads of
All Nagaland Private School Alliance, Nakodar, PUNJAB Recognized and Affiliated
Association Schools- AHRAS, PUNJAB

F

RAMADAS KADIRUR

All Kerala Self Financing
Schools Federation, KERALA

BHARAT MALIK

Private Unaided Schools
Management Association,
MAHARASTRA

ANIL CHOPRA

C.B.S.E Affiliated Schools
Association, Jallandhar,
DOBHA

HEMLATA SHARMA KODARAM BADHUR SATHIAMOORTHY JOHN XAVIERTHANGARAJ
School Kranti Sangh, Jaipur, Private Schools Association,  Association of Private Schools Qhr[stian Minority
RAJASTHAN Bikaner, RAJASTHAN Management CBSE, Institutions Association,
TAMIL NADU TAMILNADU
NFSA

m namaSkar | volume 4 issue 4 | JAN-APR 2019

www.nisaindia.org



BN NISA MEMBERS

MARTIN KENNEDY MADHUSUDHAN ATUL SRIVASTAV

Tamilnadu Nursery Telengana Recognized Association of Private
Primary & Matric Higher Schools Management Schools - Lucknow,
Secondary School Association, TELENGANA UTTAR PRADESH

Managements Association

PRAVIN AGARWAL ASHOK MALIK THOMAS CJ

SUSHIL GUPTA

President, Association
of progressive schools of
Agra, UTTAR PRADESH

SUBA SINGH

Public School Development Association of Recognized Independent schools' Private Schools

Society - Aligarh, private schools- Saharanpur, Alliance - Maharajganj, Management Association,

UTTAR PRADESH UTTAR PRADESH UTTAR PRADESH UTTARAKHAND

BBBHATT N S DHALIWAL
Kashipur Independence Udham Singh Nagar
Schools Association - Independence schools
UTTARAKHAND Association - UTTARAKHAND
N#SA

volume 4 issue 4 | JAN-APR 2019 | l]amas
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NISA MEMBERSHIP FORM

BENEFITS TO THE ASSOCIATIONS

» Joining an alliance that provides a national voice, advocating for the interest of budget private schools

» Opportunity to spread awareness about the need for associations

» Reputation-building for the association at a national and international level

» Exposure and opportunities to learn from the best practices of other member associations from different states

» Latest information about education developments, new legislations, policies, regulations, amendments and related issues

» Direct contact with colleagues across the country and throughout the nation - an open gateway to people and resources
that help make schools even better

» Through a nationwide advocacy campaign, access to legal aid to protect interests of associations

» Representation on a national citizenry platform that advocates for fewer regulations and greater transparency from the
government, media, academics and international organizations

» Updates on important cases from alliance officers and staff who attend meetings with governments

NISA MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR ASSOCIATION

NameofAssociation:| | | [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [T TTTTTITITITTITITTIIIITTTITIT]
Name of President/Head oftheAssociation:| | T [ 1T T T T 1T 1T T 1T T T 111U T1UTI1UTITTIT1T1T1]1
PhoneNumber: [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ Jemaito:[ [ [ TTT]T[J][]TT]]

Postal Address of Association/ Head of the Association (Whicheverisapplicable): [ | T T [T T [ [ [ |

Yes, | wish to be a member of National Independent Schools Alliance (NISA)
Fill in the above form and send it to NISA Secretariat, A-69, Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016
For more information, call: +91 9899485667; 011 2653 7456 E-mail: nisa@ccs.in Website: www.nisaindia.org

NISA NAMASKAR SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR NISA NAMASKAR

Please complete the form below and send it to: NISA Secretariat, A-69, Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016

Neme: [ [ [ T T T T TTTTITTTTITTITTITTITITTITITITITTITITTITITITIT T T 0]

%

PhoneNumber: [ [ [ [ [ T [ T T 1| Emato:{ [ [TTTLTTTIITITILILTTIT]
Address: [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [T IOl
PnCode: [ [ T T T ] Country: [ [ J [T [T T TT LTI TT]
Occupation: [ | [ [ LTI LTI LT LTI ETIETIIELT ]
Mode of Payment: Cash: |:| Cheque: |:| Net Banking: |:|

For net banking, transfer the amount at: A/C No.- 412102010057920
Union Bank of India, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019
IFSC Code: UBIN0541214
Yearly Subscription Amount: INR 500
For payment via cheque, please enclose cheque/DD in favour of NISA Education, payable at Delhi for INR 500
For further queries, subscription or advertisement related, contact: nisa@ccs.in; 91 9899485667; 011 2653 7456
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National Independent Schools Alliance

National Independent Schools
Alliance (NISA) is the unified
voice of Budget Private Schools
(BPS) in India, that aims at
improving access to affordable
and quality education for the
economically weaker students.

22 States, 45 Associations
55,000+ Schools,

22,00,00,000+ Students
Become a member today! Join NISA

G/nisaindia.org G/nisaedu
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ALACE T LS Sr. Sec. School Public School School Nr Garden School
HARYANA HARYANA CLASS -V CLASS -1l CLASS - IV CLASS -V
HARYANA HARYANA ANDHRA PRADESH ASSAM

SUMIT KUMAR N.P.Y. BRAHMESWAR KAVALAKUNTLA PRATHAM MEHTA  M.S.TABASSUM NAAZ  AYUSHMAAN SINGH
Shanti Gyan Niketan REDDY PRANATHI REDDY The Alpine Nehru EM and TM  Shanti Gyan Niketan
Sen Sec. Public Nehru EM and TM Nagarjuna Model Top School High School Sen Sec. Public
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RUGVEDI Mind Tree School The Kings School Aditya EM School St. Moses Mata Harki Senior
Kenn(-_;ci)r/]gglll High CLASS - X CLASS - XI CLASS - IX Matriculation School ~ Secondary School
HARYANA GOA ANDHRA PRADESH CLASS - X CLASS - XI
CLASS - IX TAMILNADU HARYANA
ANDHRA PRADESH

NAAT NTOA N80

National Analytical Aptitude Test National Independent Schools Alliance
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