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Editor’s Desk

AVINASH CHANDRA

Editor, www.azadi.me

Right to education Vs
Right to quality education

According to the media reports
quotingtheDirectorate of Education
of Delhi, during the academic session
2017-18, a total of 1,13,991 applications
were received for the nursery classes
filing under the EWS category. After the
lottery/draw process by the Directorate
in the past, the first list was released
for the total available 31,653 seats. A
state of chaos exists for the parents of
82,338 students who wish to get their
wards enrolled in private schools. They
have no clue as for how their children
will get admission. Some optimistic
parents are still hopeful that the names
of their children may be listed in the
second list as some of the students of
the first list might not take admission
or they cannot get admission on
account of incomplete documentation
consequently asecond list will be issued.
Although this situation is similar to the
chattering of cat’s fate, and it will allow
only a few thousand children to get
admission. Despite this, approximately
80 thousand students will be denied
admission to private schools of their
choice. These students also have a large
number of children whose names were
not even on the list released last year.
Since the process of admission under
general category has almost come to
an end, in such a situation, the only
option left is a government school. It
clearly means that notwithstanding
all the efforts, people have not been
attracted towards Government schools
but due to non-availability of options
parents have to be forced to enrol
there.But if the government wants, a
small change in the policy can lead
to quality education and hence the
students and parents who dream of
enrolling in private schools can get

relief. For example, there is a scarcity of
such accredited schools in Delhi where
under the RTE, the government can get
free admission to the children of the
poor, whereas in large cases there are
schools which are not recognized due
to “faulty policy” and the government
cannot give reimbursement in lieu of
enrolment there.

If the government improves its faulty
policies, in which the primary mandate
is possessing the land of a certain size,
then about three thousand new schools
will come into existence at once. In fact,
to get the recognition of schools up to
Class 5th in Delhi, about 320 square yards
of land is required, whereas schools in the
middle of the 8th standard requisite 700
sg. Meters i.e. that is about 840 square
yards. In a city like Delhi where there is an
enormous scarcity of land, it is extremely
difficult to arrange such large chunks
of land for budget schools. In such a
situation, the government can recognise
schools on the basis of ‘floor’ That means
if the ‘second floor’ is made in schools
built on 400 square yards, then it should
be recognised as equivalent to 800
square yards. Or a ‘broken recognition’
or fragmented recognition can also be
provided. For example, schools should
be allowed to run in two shifts where
sessions can be run in classes 5 to 6 and
class 6 to 8 in the first shift. This can fulfil
the dream of students wishing to enrol in
private schools in large numbers. Apart
from this, due to the recognition, the
unsanctioned schools will be included in
the mainstream and the students of these
schools can also be linked to government
schemes. In this way, the government
will be able to give not only the right to
education to its citizens but also provide
the right to quality education.

www.nisaindia.org



From NISA Secretariat

ISA Namaskar and Greetings!

It's my great privilege to share
some milestones that we achieved in
this annual journey with the support
of all the state associations and
individual contributions. NISA has been
advocating for better education policy
for the country and in this last one year
journey we have been successful in
bringing few policy changes in favor
of private schools. The research data
about the hike in the enrollment in
the private schools strongly supports
the volunteer approach and parental
choice towards the need of the better
education and adopting the choice of
Budget Private Schools.

Day by day government orders are
circulated against the private schools,
media doing continuous  criticism
against the private schools, even judicial
statements are against to the private
schools. Yet we all are continuing
contribution to our struggle to ensure
the good quality education to the
maximum number of children who are
studying in budget private schools.

« We have been successful in
outreaching with 18 State Meetings
across the country and advocate for
the Budget Private Schools. These
meetings helped to attain a status
of credible organization and as a
result states like Delhi, Haryana,
Maharashtra government invited
NISA to understand the education
scenario of Budget Private Schools.

« The Education world ranked 25
Budget Private Schools from NISA
network as a Best BPS school in India.

« The MHRD - NEP Committee has
invited the NISA for the presentation
for NEP drafting process.

« Mr. Kulbhushan Sharma,
President NISA has become a
member of state committee to
review RTE reimbursement and
Mr.G N Var has become a member
of Government Private Schools
Committee in Srinagar.

Policy review committee has been
formed by DISA, NISA and CCPS for
work with Delhi Government.

Delhi Government has adopted the
idea of class room wise relaxation
land norms for Delhi private schools.
Organized a dedicated meeting
with Delhi Budget Private Schools
along with Delhi Government on
land relaxation norms.

Haryana government has announced
the Direct cash transfer mechanism.
NISA  Namaskar converted into
a quarterly magazine. Quarterly
editions published, both online &
print version. Regular dissemination
to all NISA members, 80 targeted
MPs, all state education ministers
and secretaries, MHRD, SCPCR, 20

journalists.
Tamil  Nadu  Nursery = Primary
and Matric Higher Secondary

Schools Association organized the
Symposium: New Education Policy-
The perspective of Budget Private
Schools

Delhi State conference and Press
Conference with Shri.Manish Sisodia,
Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi and
Education Minister of Delhi: NISA
Delhi State BPS conference, 250
Participants. Representatives from
Goa, Punjab, Haryana, Maharashtra
& Uttarakhand also participated.
Telangana - Meeting with Bandaru
Duttatryea on ESIC:, on Amendment
to ESIC on retrospective date ,
Demand letter sent on the behalf of
the NISA Similar letter shared by all
NISA state members. Successfully
the policy has been changed from
retrospective to the prospective

date.
Meeting with State Education
Minister: Shir.Vinod Tawde-

Maharashta, Shri.Ram Bilas Sharma-
Haryana, Shri.Manish Sisodia- Delhi,
Shri.Pandiarajan -Tamil Nadu and
Shri.Mantri Prasad-Uttarakhand
and introduced the NISA and also

n .#T

S RTHOMAS ANTONY
NISA Secretariat

the Policy challenges faced by

Budget Private Schools.

Per Child funding model has

been adopted by Haryana

Government. NISA advocacy

influenced the CBSE to

withdraw the order on Principal

Recruitment.

« NISA Karnataka Chapter-
KAMS challenged quantum
of reimbursement. Initially,
the Court directed the
government to decide on the
representation within six weeks
(order attached herewith).
Then, KAMS filed for contempt,
to which the government
recently decided to hike the
reimbursement amount from
11.8k to 16k.A notification is
issued and submitted to the
High Court.
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KULBHUSHAN SHARMA

Kulbhushan is President, Federation of
Private Schools Association, Haryana.
He is also President of National
Independent Schools Alliance (NISA),
State President of Patriotic Forum of
India and State Working President of
National Human Rights Protection
Organisation. Previously, he has

been general council member of the
‘Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan’
and member of the School Education
Rules Review Committee.

M,
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MIT CHANDRA
Amit heads policy advisory at Centre for
Civil Society (CCS). He successfully led an
advocacy campaign‘Jeevika: Law, Liberty

& Livelihood’ for recognition of street
vending as a legitimate occupation in
the urban space, which led to legislation
formation in Rajasthan and Bihar.

Policy challenges of
Budget Private Schools

In India, the government s
constitutionally bound to provide
elementary education to children
in the age group of six to 14. Our
education policy is designed in a
manner that primarily focuses on
providing education through schools
operated by the government. Arguably,
schools operated by non-government
institutions only get secondary focus.
Therefore, we observe the difference
in policy approach toward government
schools and private schools. The
approach taken toward government
schools is of support and facilitation.
However, the approach taken towards
private schools happens to be more
of control and regulation. School
infrastructure norms are one area
where this regulatory inconsistency
is more evident. For example, when
a government school does not have
a library, policy response is to build
libraries in all those schools through
public funds. However, when a private
school does not have a library, the
policy response is to mount pressure
on school management to build that
library within a stipulated time with a
threat to derecognise the school. We
must understand that budget private

schools (BPS)are community schools
and part of the same eco-system where
the students, parents and teachers live.
The schools may not be significantly
different from the ecosystem around
it. Government adopts a supportive
approach to build the capacity of
government schools but adopts exactly
the opposite approach for private
schools with a heavy hand of regulation.

Private schools have always
existed in India in small numbers and
been largely confined to urban areas.
However, BPS have evolved mainly
in the last three decades and spread
out to rural areas to provide quality
education at affordable price. While
BPS have come up and are catering
to the needs of around 40 percent of
school going children in the country,
they have to operate under the same
policy framework designed primarily for
larger private schools and government
schools. Compliance with regulatory
norms has hence become a grave
issue resulting in closure of thousands
of schools across the country, or daily
challenge of survival in case of those
that are not yet closed down. Outlined
in this essay are the major policy
challenges faced by BPS.




Opening and running a school

In a country with the need of opening
more and more schools, itis disappointing
to know how difficult it is to open and
run a school. A school, depending upon
its location and standard (primary,
secondary or senior secondary) requires
15 to 36 permissions (certificates,
approvals and documents). It becomes
even more difficult to run the schools as
norms to comply change from time to
time. According to a study by Centre for
Civil Society (CCS) conducted in 2001, a
minimum of 15 licenses and permissions
are required to start a school. The only
change since 2001 in the process of
opening a school, which has happened in
few states, is removal of the requirement
for an‘Essentiality Certificate’

Schools follow the rules and norms
of the day during construction of school
building and setting up other facilities.
However, various authorities introduce
new rules and norms to be followed with
retrospective effect. It becomes very
difficult to follow those norms, more
so when it is related with infrastructure
compliance. The government of
Karnataka has decided that schools
must have 1-1.5 acres land of open
space as playground. Similarly, orders
are issued requiring the school to have
counsellor, psychologist, female support
staff, courses in regional language, safety
of school busses, installation of CCTV
cameras etc. It becomes very difficult
to comply and bear the cost of added
provisions in the middle of the academic
session. For example, the Labour
Department in Telangana in its circular
in December 2016 has asked schools
to register all the teaching and non-
teaching staffs below monthly salary of
Rs 21,000 with a scheme of Employees
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC)
(based on the ESIC Act amendment
of 2008) mandating schools to pay
employer contribution since 2008. While
the intent of such provisions may be
commendabile, it puts schools in a very
difficult situation.

Infrastructure norms

One of the main challenges in current
approach to regulation of school
education is that it is highly input-driven
i.e.focus of regulationis oninfrastructure,
teacher salaries, compliance with various
norms laid down by the central and
state governments etc. While these
norms seem to be designed for elite
private schools, BPS also have to follow
the same norms which don't go with
the ecosystem of these schools. For
example, schools running up to class five
require around 200 square yards of land
in order to be recognised, while schools
running up to class eight require around
800 square yards of land'. Schools
operating in unauthorised and slum
areas either don't have enough land
in their neighbourhood or don't have
the capacity to buy land and therefore,
mostly operate as unrecognised schools.
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) mandates land size of 1.5 acres in
urban areas and three acres in rural areas
for affiliation. This is one of the biggest
hurdles for BPS due to which most
operate only up to class eight.

Right to Education (RTE) Act 2009 also
mandates that all schools be recognised
or shut down. Heavy infrastructure norms
and increased regulatory compliance has
led to closure of thousands of schools
across the country since inception of RTE.
The penalty provision in RTE for schools
that do not meet the norms and still
operate is Rs 100,000 fine and further Rs
10,000 fine per day if they continue to
operate still. According to media reports,
around 7,000 schools in Maharashtra,
1,300 in Punjab, 786 in Karnataka and
1,200 in Delhi had received notice to
shut down. Ministry of Human Resource
Development has admitted to the
closure of 2,173 schools in a written reply
to a question asked in parliament. Many
schools have also voluntarily closed
down since they don't wish to take the
risk of coming under allegation and
having to pay the price for getting into
noble cause. Even bigger numbers of

This essay outlines some of
the major policy challenges
faced by Budget Private
Schools (BPS) in obtaining
recognition, and goes on to
show that most regulations
are input based and do not
focus on learning outcomes.
The authors argue that input
based regulations are unfair
to BPS as these schools cater
to poorer parents who cannot
afford to comply by these
norms, and therefore are
forced to shut down.




When the attempt of closing
schools in Punjab was
challenged in the High Court
of Punjab and Haryana

in Chandigarh, the court
laid down due process to

be followed to close down
the schools to safeguard
children’s right to access
schools. The due process to
be followed in the event of
school closures is:

Instead of an omnibus
order, the authorities must
inform schools of particular
reason(s) for closure and/or
of the specific deficiencies
that exist before they could
be asked to close down.
This means the authorities
must physically inspect each
school, record deficiencies
on a case-to-case basis, and
pass speaking orders.

Education Department
must prepare a list of every
child that will be affected
and guarantee a seatina
neighbourhood school of
their parents' choice by
mentioning the school by
name (not just a general
assurance that there are
enough seats in the schools
in the area).
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schools are going to be closed down
in years to come unless steps are taken
by government to relax infrastructure
norms. Parents are choosing to pay fees
and send their children to BPS instead
of government schools, which come
without any fee and added freebies.

The due process laid out by the
High Court of Haryana and Punjab in the
example above, ensuring the right to
education of a child is not compromised,
is also not being followed. In some
instances, governments are attempting
to close BPS to ensure enough
enrolment into government schools in
the neighbourhood.

Teacher qualification and
salary

RTE Act 2009 mandates Bachelor of
Education (B. Ed.) qualification as the
eligibility criteria to become a teacher.
Additionally, all teachers are required
to clear Teachers’ Eligibility Test (TET).
However, state governments have
not relaxed these norms, and made it
mandatory for all teachers in private
schools to clear TET within five years.
Firstly, India does not have such
a huge number of trained teachers to
replace the existing teachers. Secondly,
BPS cannot afford the additional cost to
pay for B.Ed. and TET qualified teachers.
Schools have also been asked to
pay salary to teachers in accordance
with contemporary pay commission
guidelines. BPS are a low-cost solution
to provide standard quality education
with minimum fee to meet the paying
capacity of low-income parents.
Increased salary to teachers doesn't
match with the socio-economic model
these schools operate in. It leads to
forcing schools to increase the fee, which
does not match the paying capacity of
parents to whom these schools cater.

Commercial charges and
labour laws

On one hand, schools are meant to be

not-for-profit organisations, but on the
other they are levied with charges and
taxes at commercial rates on facilities
and amenities such as electricity,
water, property, land conversion etc.
Government must clarify the status
of non-government schooling service
providers. Labour laws which were
created keeping in mind the health
of labourers working in hazardous
industries, have now been extended
to schools. This means provisioning
for ESIC scheme, Employees’ Provident
Fund and gratuity. The provisions do
not seem to be a big requirement but
give way to the threat of ‘Inspector Raj’

Fee regulation

On one hand, there is increasing
expectation of services and facilities
from parents, and very strict and
uncertain regulations of government
to operate under; on the other hand,
increase of school fee is usually
considered as exorbitant. Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Punjab have passed laws to regulate
fee in private schools and in some cases
even courts have asked for government
to determine fee charged by private
schools.

Around 90 percent of private
schools in India fall under the BPS
category which charge school fee lower
than government per child expenditure
on education; that too when
government calculation of per child
expenditure includes only recurrent
expenditure whereas private school
fee includes all the input cost with the
heaviest burden of capital investment
into land and building. There are only
limited high fee charging schools, out of
which only a few are occasionally found
at fault regarding fee determination for
any academic session, but the heavy
hand of fee regulation comes strongly
on BPS. The government even lacks
the insight into this diversified sector
to be able to determine the fee. What
can be done is, looking into reasons of

www.nisaindia.org



increasing fee in cases where schools
have raised more than 15 percent in
any academic session and devising a
solution accordingly.

Reservation of 25 percent
seats under RTE Act 2009

Provision for reservation of 25 percent
seats in private schools is designed
for students of Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) & Disadvantaged
Groups (DG) categories, whereas
BPS largely caters to EWS category
students only. As schools are designed
to cater to the needs of low to middle-
income groups based on their paying
capacity, the quota for EWS category
students in our schools doesn’t make
much sense. On-ground experience of
implementation of Section (12)(1)(c)
of RTE Act 2009 identifies serious gaps
in execution:
« No clarity on entry level of
admission as grade one or nursery
« Neighbourhood  criteria  with
respect to government schools in
the area
« Long period of admission process,
as much as all year long in some
cases
- Need to keep seats vacant, in case
of no admission
« Provision of fee reimbursement
to schools which is lower than
government per child expenditure
+ Long delays in fee reimbursement

- Parents from non-eligible income

group getting their children

admitted under EWS category

based on fake income certificate

- Passing on responsibility of

documentation, verification etc.

to schools
The government should take up the
role of provisioning for EWS category
students and not get into providing
it. The government should empower
EWS category students with funds/
scholarships to enable them to go to
schools. Money should go directly to
the children in advance.

Safety norms

Safety of students is of utmost concern
to all. Yet, there should be some realistic,
measurable and cost effective safety
norms to be followed. At the same
time, the norms must not be revised
frequently without wider consultation
of all stakeholders. In the past, state
governments and courts have passed
orders for building safety, fire safety,
environmental  safety, and safe
transportation, without any consultation
and hence, burdened schools with the
cost of complying with these norms.
The orders have gone to the extent
of having psychologists, counsellors,
CCTV camera in class and corridor,
trained driver and conductor in bus, and
many more. In one case, the Haryana
High Court ordered schools to employ

bus conductors from the transgender
community, to ensure safety from sexual
harassment cases. While the provisions
may be desirable, cost effectiveness
factor must be kept in consideration.
While passing the safety norm related
orders, government must seriously
consider the cost-benefit analysis and
feasibility of implementation.

Lack of financial support

While there is huge expectation from
schools to bring the best infrastructural,
academic and sports facilities, there
is no financial support available to
bring investment into the sector.
Existing financial institutions such
as banks don't provide loans to start
or expand schools, as the schools
are not-for-profit organisations. With
increased intervention by central and
state governments into opening and
day to day running of schools, and
overall operation and management
of schools, the sector has become
more vulnerable to corrupt officials.
Government should create a ‘School
Investment  Corporation’ to bring
investment to the school education
sector. A good model to replicate can
be Punjab Education Foundation of
Pakistan. Government should work
toward making school education free
from ‘Inspector Raj’ of bureaucracy. With
integration of technology, scope of
human intervention should be reduced.
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Editor’s Pick

‘Good inte tion’

il

‘good education’

W

OMESH MEENA

(the author is an independent critic)
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Commencing from the ‘cognitive
revolution" which started 70000
years ago, the ‘Knowledge Journey’
of human society has reached the
significant times of scientific revolution,
the industrial revolution, the information
revolution, and today education have
been the co-consort of this long human
life. Although education has been a
part of ‘independent society’ from
the beginning but since the principle
of ‘state-nation’ has emerged; in all
countries, it has become a victim of the
monopoly of the government system.
Since quality education available in
any country determines the quality of
human resources there, there are few
questions raised about the government’s
presence in the field of education.
But the prominent liberal thinker and
Nobel laureate Milton Friedman had
called ‘competitive education system'’
more competent than the government
monopoly. Under this government
monopoly, | will analyse the public
quality education of public schools
through ‘Praja Foundation’ through the
white paper released on ‘The State of
Education in Public Schools in Delhi
What is the government’s opinion
about the key values of our country’s
education system and its policy is known

from the introduction on the website
of Directorate of Education of Delhi

Government. It reads - “Education has
the key to economic development, social
change, modernization and national
integration. The objective of the National
Policy on Education is to provide a
comparable quality education to all
students to a level. In order to improve
its quality at all levels and to pay more
attention to science and technology, this
emphasises the need for a revolutionary
change of education system. Directorate
of Education is trying to implement this
policy insistently.

Hardly anyone disagrees with the
above-mentioned intentions of the
education policy, but are only “good
intentions” enough for good education?
Is the current education system the key
to modernization? Are the Government
really aware of the quality of education?
If the government is really doing a better
job in the field of education, then the
answer to these questions should not be
seen in the‘objectives’of the policy, butin
the ‘implementation’ and the ‘outcome’
of the policy. But the reports received
from time to time raise questions on our
‘education quality".

In the PISA survey of OECD, two
Indian states out of 74 participants stood

www.nisaindia.org



at 72 and 73rd position. The ‘Impact
Report’ published every year unlocks the
truth of quality of education provided in
our rural India and indicates that option
of ‘public school’ is rapidly changing to
the ‘private schools. According to the
report, from 2006 to 2013, enrolment
in private schools in rural India have
increased from 19% to 29%. In the joint
report of FICCI and EY of March 2014,
40% of the total students of the country
are enrolled in private schools. The
Economic Survey 2015-16, published by
the Ministry of Finance, Government of
India on the declining nomination in this
way, has expressed serious concern, and
advocated not only to ‘stop but also to
turn back’

Nevertheless, what are the reasons
for the growing fascination towards
private schools? According to the
PROBE report published in 1999, the
reason for parents giving preference
to private schools is found to be weak
‘responsibility chain’ in government
school system; While teachers are
liable to children and their parents
through ‘school management’ in private
schools. Since many studies have found
positive relations between investment
in education and personal and social
benefits gained from it. In Singhangari
and Madeswaran’s working papers, ‘The
Changing Rates of Return to Education
in India: Evidence from NSS Data; nearly
10% of the benefits have been found on
the basis of hundreds of studies around
the world, as well as positive impact of
school education in ‘labor market’ and
‘income earning’. Therefore, especially
the poor guardians are eager to send
their children to private schools for better
education. In view of all these questions,
‘Praja Foundation’ has issued a white
paper on the ‘education status of public
schools in Delhi, which shows that not
only in rural areas but also in cities like
Delhi, questions are being raised about
the quality of education system. In spite
of heavy “public expenditure’, higher
rates of Drop Out and more than half
of the children attending government

issues such as

7

schools have raised
expenditure on private tuition, parents
dissatisfaction with the quality of both
education and teachers.

The most prominent scale
of quality of school education is
nominations, but between 2013-

14 and 2014-15, about one lakh 50
thousand nominations have decreased
in both the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi and Delhi Government schools.
If we look at the first-grade enrolment,
there has been a reduction of around
45 thousand between 2010-11 and
2015-16. The decline in enrolment is
clear indication that state schools are
not able to attract children.

Even in the State Government
schools, 0.7% of the students who were
admitted in between 2013-14 and 2014-
15, did not continue their studies in the
next year of enrolment.

Dropouts have been a big problem
for the Indian education system and it
continues in Delhi. During the academic
year 2015-16, the municipal corporation
and government schools of Delhi have
lost 1 lakh 45 thousand students, which
are very worrying. In the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation, the drop rate
has been around 18%. A prodigious
standard of education of the European
Commission is ‘successful and transition’
where successful transition from primary
educationto highersecondary education
are necessary. According to this scale
in the year 2014-15, 45% students of
class 9 could not make to class 10 and
approximately 35% of class 11 could
not make it to class 12. These are very
disappointing figures because these
students have reached the ‘continuous
and overall assessment’ period. It should
be concluded that they did not receive
rated education in government schools.

The  principal investor and
shareholder of children’s education
are their parents, and therefore, their
opinion of the ‘school’s educational
quality’matters alot. A survey conducted
by the Praja Foundation for Hansa
Research on the parents of children

N¥SA

namaskar

In the PISA survey of OECD,
two Indian states out of 74
participants stood at 72 and
73rd position. The ‘Impact
Report’ published every year
unlocks the truth of quality
of education provided in
our rural India and indicates
that option of ‘public school’
is rapidly changing to the
‘private schools. According
to the report, from 2006 to
2013, enrolment in private
schools in rural India have
increased from 19% to 29%.
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studying in public school found out
that 52% of parents also provide
private tuition to their children. Even
after spending 43 thousand on each
child by the government, if they are
in need of private tuition then there
is undoubtedly the problem of not
making meaningful utilization of public
resources. The three main reasons cited
by parents for being unhappy with a
public school are less scope for better
future, quality of education is not very
good and teachers are not good. Here
one feels the need of ‘selection and
competition’ in the field of education,
which can bring quality in education
and establish the responsibilities of
the teachers towards children and
guardians. Anita Joshua has expressed
the concern of Montek Singh
Ahluwalia, the then Deputy Chairman
of the Planning Commission on private
tuition in primary articles in her article
in THE HINDU on January 16, 2014, in
the following words: “While the state
should continue to invest in school
education Should all go to government
school? In this situation, suggestions

of the Centre for Civil Society on the
voucher arrangements and low-cost
community and budget schools can
prove to be a better option, which are
on the verge of the closure of RTE!

In this white paper, an astounding
disclosure reveals the unresponsive
and neglected attitude towards the
education of our public representatives.
In spite of being an important subject
of public service, 31% councillor (April
2015 to March 2016) and 40% of the
legislators  (Monsoon and Winter
Session 2015) did not ask any questions
related to education whereas only one
question was asked on Drop Out.

This white paper of Praja
Foundation will undoubtedly increase
the demand for better accountability
and transparency in the public
education system of Delhi Government
and Delhi Municipal Corporation

and will insist on adding ‘urgency to
education’ to budget planning so that
the public resources are efficient and
beneficial to be used.Taking cognizance
of the ‘impact reports, ‘The Economic
Survey’ of 2015-16 while expressing

concern over ‘declining quality of
education; has called the government
for immediate action by immediate
effect, similarly this white- Letter of
Praja foundation should be taken in
cognition by the Delhi Government
and Delhi Municipal Corporation.

In spite of heavy government
expenditure, parents spending on
private tuition encourages ‘unbelief
in  public services, so parental
participation should be ensured in
every aspect of education policy
and an attempt should be made
to establish ‘School Management
Committee’ as a functioning and
competent institution. Since the right
to education is an integral part of the
“right to life” in accordance with the
Indian Constitution in such a situation
weak or sub-standard education is the
violation of basic rights of the citizens
and it is the responsibility of the state
that it should not only get away by
only providing easy and affordable
education but also should make
the quality of education even more
affordable and economic.
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State Meetings

Press Conference of Budget Private Schools
Date: 30 January 2017
Venue: Press Club of India, New Delhi

ESS CONFER . . F
GET PRIVATE sCHon s
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Maharashtra State Meeting on Child Safety
Date: 7 February 2017
Venue: Rabindra Auditorium, Dadar, Mumbai

Lwarm wercome To aLL EERSEE

Advocacy Meetings

Meeting with Secretary Education,
Maharashtra Mr. Nand Kumar

Date: 13 February 2017

Venue: Secretariat, Mumbai

National Independent Schools Alliance, Coordination
Committee of Public Schools and DelhiIndependent Schools
Alliance organized a press conference to raise the problesand
policy challenges faced by budget private schools. This was
a second attempt to highlight and re-emphasise the issues
after the first big meeting with Delhi Education Minister, Mr.
Manish Sisodia who had promised some concrete measures
last September 2016. Press Conference informed about the
advocacy activities carried by the alliance. Time and again
we have been raising our problems but no concrete step has
been taken so far.

NISA member, PUSMA Private Unaided Schools Management
Association organized a state conference and awards
ceremony named Child Safety Award for the best school
drivers, Bus Assistants and School Transport managers. At
this conference, 1000 of Private School bus drivers, principals
and bus care takers were conferred with the Child Safety
Award contribution in the education sector. NISA President,
Mr Kulbhushan Sharma; NISA Policy Advisor Mr Amit Chandra
and National Coordinator, Mr S R Thomas Antony also
attended the conference.

NISA members had a meeting with Mr. Nand Kumar,
Secretary Education, Maharashtra. NISA Members and
PUSMA Members discussed about the Education Minister
Mr.Vinod Tawde commitment for implementing the school
voucher model in Maharashtra. Delegation Submitted the
New Education Policy documents, policy challenges faced
by the Budget Private Schools. Members explained the
importance of the need of the policy changes to have a
good quality education in our country. Discussion was also
about the idea of the school voucher model, and how it can
bring the change in the education system. Mr.Luis Miranda,
Mr. Kulbhushan Sharma, Mr. Bharat Malik, Mr. Amit Chandra,
Mr. Harjinder Singh, Mr. Avinash Chandra and Mr. Thomas
Antony were part of this meeting.
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Jammu and Kashmir Inter State Conference
Date: 19 January 2017
Venue: J & K Public School, Jammu

Assam State Conference

Date: 24 January 2017
Venue: Guwahati Film Institute, Asssam

Haryana Protest Against Anti
Education Policies

Date: 26 March 2017

Venue: Kaithal, Harayana

Meeting with Secretary Education, MHRD
Mr. Anil Swarup
Date: 5 January 2017
Venue: Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
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One day inter- state conference of Private Schools was held on
19th January 2017.The conference was presided over by Kamal
Gupta, President J & K PSA and attended by NISA president
Kulbhushan Sharma, Thomas Antony (Advocacy Coordinator
NISA), G N Var( President Joint Action Committee, Srinagar)
and all District heads. The conference highlighted charter of
demands, which include; one time recognition to for private
schools, infrastructure required for running private schools as
per SSA & RMSA norms, upper limit of fee should be fixed by
the government, exempting private schools from commercial
laws, labour laws, ensure single window clearance system.

NISA State Chapter Byktigata Vidyalaya Samannayrakshee
organized the State Conference on the challenges faced by
Affordable Private Schools in Assam. A daylong conference
discussed various challenges faced by the affordable schools
in Assam. Also the conference discussed the strategy to
strengthen the association by creating the decentralized
structure of schools association. NISA team of President
Mr.Kulbhushan and Advisor Mr.A S Mahajan and National
Coordinator Mr.Thomas attended the conference.

NISA State Chapter Haryana Private Schools Welfare
Association organized the State level protest at Kaithal
District, Haryana. The protest followed with a large gathering
of school owners raised their voice against the anti education
policies. The federation demanded for the policy change for
134A admission provision, Property tax for private schools,
Bus passing up gradation.

NISA members had a meeting with Mr.Anil Swarup,
Secretary Education-MHRD. NISA Members and discussed
about the challenges faced by the Budget Private Schools
across the country and submitted the charter of demands
for better education policy.

www.nisaindia.org
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Education

Education in India
deserves a Jio revolution!

September 1, 2016; Reliance launches
its telecommunication service “Jio" It
has free calling, and 4G internet data
plans available for the customers.
The whole of India rushes to join the

16| NISA Namaskar | volume 3 issue 1

NITESH ANAND

Advocacy Associate, Centre for Civil Society

queue for getting the SIM of Reliance
Jio. While | was travelling to different
places in India, | found so many people
including my friends always online
and happily using the free 4G data

services. It has been more than six
months now. Jio recently announced
a basic capitation charge of INR 100/-
per month on its services starting April
2017. 1 have been an Airtel customer
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throughout my life and it was still
strange for me to come in terms with
the Jio tsunami. | was very much trying
to keep my minds away from this and
continue my loyalty to Airtel, though
| was finding it a little unfair to pay a
lot more comparatively. In January
2017, | got a new phone and | thought
of switching to Jio, but before | could,
Airtel came up with a plan on offer with
all these required benefits at a much
lower cost. | happily stayed with Airtel
keeping my same number alive, that too
at a much better cost. Throughout this,
| was wondering what exactly | wanted
as a customer. Better services, cost-
effective performance topped my list.
In fact, Jio, through market competition
made it possible for me to get all this
from Airtel. Even the government-
run BSNL/MTNL followed the suit and
lowered its prices and bettered its
services. While all of this was being
requlated and observed by another
independent government authority,
the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) to ensure no foul-play.

While in case of Indian Education
system, here the government makes
policies, regulations and frameworks at
every level for all the stakeholders. The
same department funds and finances it.
And on top of that, the same officials are
responsible for provision of education
through government schools.

In India, the other large pool of
providers, especially the low-cost Budget
Private Schools, are regulated, assessed
and managed by the government.
Budget private schools are those where
per pupil expenditure is comparatively
lesser than the Government Schools
in the same area. While the motive of
improving learning outcomes for the
children of the country the learning
outcome have been there, the learning
outcome level of private schools have
been consistently higher than that of
government schools. These Budget
Private Schools are henceforth in direct

competition with Government schools.
In India, more students are studying
in Budget private Schools than in
Government schools. According to
ASER-2014 report, between 2010 and
2014 government school enrolment
decreased by 6.2% whereas private
schools enrolment increased by 6.5%.
This has led to unnecessary turf battle at
the cost of student and parent interest.
Low-cost unaided private schools have
emerged as an alternative to government
schools, particularly for poorer parents
in urban and rural areas. In bigger states
like UP and Haryana, over 50% of children
are enrolled in unaided private schools.

Additionally, the evaluation and
assessment is done by the same
governmentdepartment.Thisis certainly
not in proper spirits of fair competition.
What are the choices for parents? Can't
a better and fairly competitive education
space ensure improved quality in overall
learning outcome level of our children?

Iwouldlike to getthe choiceand with
the separation of Government'’s role with
a TRAI-like similar authority in Education
space might propel a Jio to come and
change the education space in India
based on the principles of freedom of
choice and competition which will bring
the focus on the learning outcomes of
the children. | want freedom and choice,
and I'm sure you do the same. Separation
of Government'’s role can easily be the
first step towards this.

I, as a citizen of the country, demand
the Education of Choice in India!

N¥SA

namaskar
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In India, more students are
studying in Budget private
Schools than in Government
schools. According to
ASER-2014 report, between
2010 and 2014 government
school enrolment decreased
by 6.2% whereas private
schools enrolment increased
by 6.5%.

What should the New Education Policy have?
- Separate Government’s role as regulators, financiers and

providers for education.

« Promote autonomy, not control.

« Third party assessment of all the providers.

« Present a level playing field.

« The focus to be on children’s learning and parental choice.
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Government interference
in fee hike will not solve
the problem

AVINASH CHANDRA

Editor, www.azadi.me

While deciding in a matter of raising
the fees by private schools built on
government land, the Supreme Court
has said the government’s permission
is necessary for this subject matter. It
cannot be denied that school fees are a
bigissue;Socialaswellas politicalissues.
On one hand, school management tries
to rationalize the cost increment, citing
its expenditure, while the guardian and
the government along with it call it
arbitrariness of schools.

Parents want government to

18| NISA Namaskar | volume 3 issue 1

intervene in school fees and get them
rid of the arbitrariness of schools. Some
NGOs and volunteer groups working
in the field of education can also be
seen pressurizing for government
interference. However, there are
different problems of government
interferenceinthefunctioningofprivate
schools. This intervention already exists
in curriculum determination and the
Government has already initiated
initiatives to equalize teachers’ salary
to government teachers. It is a matter

of fact that due to opposition from
schools, this impractical decision has
not yet been complied with. But once
the government intervened in fixing
the fees, then government officials will
be dominated by the teachers’ salary
and terms of service. Then it will be
difficult for school management to
take action against careless teachers.
The sad state of the government
schools across the country shows
that the government interference
in private schools will also bring the
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same effects in private schools. The law
of right to education is already resulted
in jeopardy of the autonomy of private
schools. School management is also on
back foot since 25 percent of the poor
children are enrolled in class according
to age and relying on the government for
reimbursement of the fees. With control
of fees, this series will reach somewhere
else. For government sector the control
over private school is profitable deal.
For them, another source of income will
open and the possibility of return of
Inspector Raj will increase.

In fact, on reason for the problem
is the psychology of the parents that
schools that have large buildings and
that charge high fees yield better quality
of education. While the truth is that there
is no definite link between higher fees
and good education.

Professor John McDermott of
Southern California University says that
increasing per head student expenditure
beyond a minimum level does not affect
success in the test. The role of domestic
background and other social situations
in academic performance is more. ‘In
the US, 10 colleges were studied by
the Wabash National Studies, whose
academic achievement was equal. It
was found that the difference in student
expenditure was 6 times the difference.

Similar studies are not available in
India’s context, but | am confident that
the ground situation here is also similar.
The rating of quality of schools is needed,
as the hotels are given star ratings. The
government should encourage the
system of such ranking and display it on
its website so that the parent can know
the reality of the school before enrolling
the child. Rather than interfering with
the increase in the fees of schools, the
rules should be made to increase the fees
in the beginning of the academic year
rather than in the middle of the session
so that the guardian can take a call of
enrolling the child in the school with a
lower fee if desired. But the autonomy of
schools should not be interfered.

One reason for school’s arbitrariness
is the insufficient number of ‘good’
schools. The government should pave
the way for the opening of new schools
and there is a need to simplify the laws.
If there are enough number of schools,
profits will eventually be controlled
by the market. With the passage of
time many other schools will come
into existence, which will provide
equivalent quality education in lesser
fees. Ultimately, the increasing number
of these schools will offer competitions
which will restrict the fees of leading
schools. The market should be allowed
to control fees. This will not adversely
affect the quality of education.

The lands are made available to
the schools at concessional rate by
the government and relaxation is
allowed in the income tax. The fees
for these schools should be controlled
with the collaborative participation of
the government, the parent and the
management, all three.This will prevent
misuse of government facilities. Their
accounts should be audited and
should be made public. But, in order to
control the fees of all private schools,
we should not allow the quality of
education to be annihilated.

NFSA
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The sad state of the
government schools across
the country shows that the
government interference

in private schools will also
bring the same effects in
private schools. The law of
right to education is already
resulted in jeopardy of the
autonomy of private schools.
School management is

also on back foot since

25 percent of the poor
children are enrolled in class
according to age and relying
on the government for
reimbursement of the fees.
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Legal Update

. )u

land norms

The Directorate of Education via Circular
dated 22.03.2013 relaxed the minimum
limit of land for both primary schools and
middle schools located in unauthorized
colonies. The current limit stands at 200
sq yd for primary schools and 700 sgm
(857 sq yd) for middle schools.

The Directorate of Education via
Circular dated 22.03.2013 relaxed the
minimum limit of land for both primary
schools and middle schools located
in unauthorized colonies. The current
limit stands at 200 sq yd for primary
schools and 700 sgm (857 sq yd) for
middle schools.

700 sgm is exorbitant requirement
for a school with eight classrooms. If
200 sq yd is the requirement for five
classrooms, ideally 120 sq yd should
be the required for additional three
classrooms. Mandating more than
four times the requirement for primary
school, that is, 700 sgm (=837 sq yd) is
unreasonable and arbitrary.

Clause 5 in the same circular lays
down two algorithms to calculate the
classroom size:

1. Per Class Wise - The classroom
size of a primary school seeking

recognition shall be minimum 30

20| NISA Namaskar | volume 3 issue 1

Ad. PRASHANT NARANG

Supreme Court of India

sqm and in the case of middle school
shall be 40 sgqm. It comes to (5 X 30)
+ (3 X40) =270 sgm =323 sq yd.
2. Per Student Wise - In case the
classroom size is less than the
prescribed size, the number of
students in the class shall be
restricted in such a way as to
provide for 10 sq ft area for each
student after leaving 60 sq ft for
teaching area.
Both these algorithms lead to 320-
325 sq yd only. It is evident that the
policymakers envisage around 320
sq yd for middle level schools in
unauthorized colonies, however a
random figure of 700 sqm shows up in
the table which does not match with
the other two algorithms.

There is a paucity of land for private
school owners. Even the government is

not in a position to open more schools
for the underprivileged students.
This has led to a deficit of around
35,000 seats between class V and VI. In
addition, the policy is not clear whether
it is allowed for primary schools to run
middle level classes in the second shift,
i.e. whether a Primary school (Nursery-
class V) can run Middle classes (VI-VIII)
in the second shift. Primary schools are
allowed to run primary schools in the
second shift though.

Even Right to Education Act, 2009
treats primary and middle level schools
alike. It mandates one classroom per
teacher and one teacher for every 30
children. RTE does not mention any
special or extra arrangement for middle
level school.

Delhi High Court in its order dated
29th April 2016 dismissed the petition
filed by Coordination Committee of
Public Schools (CCPS). It challenged
the differentiation in the building
norm for primary schools and middle
primary schools. While rejecting
the argument of arbitrariness and
unreasonableness, the Court said that
both these categories of schools are
not alike and hence the differentiation

www.nisaindia.org



created by the policy is justified. In

NTSA
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CHALLENGES

WITH LAND NORMS FOR

BUDGET PRIVATE SCHOOLS g
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ﬂ level classes in private unaided |
‘schools in unauthorized areas of Delhi

Land Norms by Directorate of Education
Land Norms Relaxed In a Circular dated 22.03.2013

Middle 5chools'™ Recognition

Primary Schools™ Recognition

Flaw in policy

The area required for o middle school is disproportionately higher in comparison to area

requirement for a primary school™

The policy is not clear whether it allowed primary schools to run middle level classes in the
second shift, l.e. whether a Primary school (Mursery-class V) can run Middle classes (VI-VIIl}
in the second shift
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commercialisation of  education. entitled Coordination Committee of

addition, it refused to look further into
the matter by saying that the Court do
not normally interfere with the policy
decisions. While arguing its case for the
policy, the government counsel said
that such move was created to prevent

It is appalling that such subjective
reasoning devoid of any empirical
backing has been used to root out
middle schools resulting in a deficit of
around 35,000 seats between class V
and VI. Letters Patent Appeal 528/2016

Public Schools vs. Government of NCT
of Delhi has been filed by CCPS in order
to challenge the Delhi High Court of
29.4.2016. Last hearing was on 23rd
Sep. 2016 and the judgment has been
reserved for almost six months.
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Education Technology

Becoming a teacher’s
best friend - Story of
LEAD school solution

SUMEET YASHPAL MEHTA

Managing Director, LEAD School

Ten years back in 2007, | moved back
to India from Singapore where | had
been living and working for 7 years
at Procter & Gamble Ltd. | was driven
by a desire to change the face of
education in India because | was deeply
dissatisfied with the quality being
dished out to our children. In order to
learn about the education segment, |
spent 5 years as Chief Executive Officer
of one of India’s few listed education
companies - Zee Learn Limited. This
gave me a wide understanding of
school and pre-school education. | was
deeply interested in curriculum and
pedagogy and together with my team,
we developed innovative methods of
developing young children and for
teaching-learning of Math and Science.

Five years back in 2012, hit by
the realization that my work was still
restricted to the upper middle class

22| NISA Namaskar | volume 3 issue 1

and big town parents, | quit Zee Learn
to set up a school for first generation
learners in a village in Gujarat with

my co-founder, Smita Deorah. The
goal: develop a solution that can help
those students learn, who do not
have access to good education and
do not have home learning support.
The first question that we were asked
by everyone was: Where will you get
your teachers? How will you train your
teachers? How will you retain them?
Everyone had an intuitive
understanding that student learning
is a direct function of what the teacher
does with her students. If the teacher
is absent, there is no learning. If the
teacher is present but not teaching,
there is little learning. If the teacher
teaches by traditional methods of
lecture and rote, there is rote learning.
(most teachers fell in this category).

Only when the teacher uses her own
strong content and pedagogical skills,
to help students learn through their
preferred learning style (auditory,
visual or kinesthetic), does robust
learning take place - the one that can
be applied outside the classroom
and the one that still exists, long after
exams are conducted. These teachers,
alas, are few and far between!

When we started hiring teachers,
we realized the paucity of good
teachers. Candidates would come with
BA, MA and B.Ed. but could hardly speak
a sentence in English. Their conceptual
understanding of basic science and
math concepts was very poor. And
their teaching ability was restricted to
reading off the textbook and translating
for the students’ benefit. So we did what
everyone does - Train the Teacher!

We trained them on lesson

www.nisaindia.org



planning, objective setting, classroom
management,  subject  knowledge,
teacher leadership, etc. over the first
year. Our investment of time and energy
in training was very high. The feedback
to our training sessions was very good.
Teachers were very engaged in our
trainings and went happy that they had
learnt something interesting. But we
soon faced 2 problems:

1.The translation of their training to
their classroom practice remained
very low. We needed a very high
amount of supervision and review to
ensure that teachers were teaching
the way they were trained. Even with
supervision, very few teachers would
make lesson plans. Very few would
prepare the resources and very few
would follow conduct the activities
they had learnt. On checking why,
paucity of time was often the most
often quoted reason.

2. Also, due to high teacher turnover,
at any point there was a need to
train someone or the other. This was
also a very high drain on resources.
A teacher would leave because her
husband was moving to another
town, or she got married, or was
expecting a child or sometimes
for a few hundred rupees higher
salary. And with her, all the training
investment also went away.

In short, training the teacher was
not a sustainable and effective strategy.
We had thought that we'll make
standardized modules of training that
can be replicated across schools but
on this evidence, we had to think of a
different approach.

Putting our heads together, we
realized that we were expectingtoomuch
from our teachers. We were expecting
them to understand the concepts of
differential learning, Bloom'’s taxonomy,
multiple intelligences, and student
centric learning. We were expecting
them to make great lesson plans and
prepare resources before their class. We
were expecting them to analyze student
results and conduct remedials. All this

while taking attendance, writing diaries,
checking notebooks and filling registers!
While all this might be possible in schools
where teachers have sufficient non-
teaching time, where teachers are highly
motivated & capable and where a low
student-teacher ratio reduces burden
on teacher; in most schools teachers do
not have the time, the intention or the
capability to do all this. In short, we were
expecting miracles from mortals. It was
difficult to teach excellently, because it
asked a lot from the teacher. Faced with
her workload, she often resorted to the
path of least resistance, i.e. rote learning
from the textbook!

We needed something that made
it easy for teachers to teach excellently.
What if all the great pedagogical
practices could be put in lesson plans
and made available to teachers? What if
all the resources that the teacher needed,
could be pre-designed and provided to
the teacher? Why would a teacher teach
badly, if teaching excellently was easier?

These design questions led us to
develop the LEAD School Solution.
We designed a teacher app on a hand
held device with detailed lesson plans
mapped to the curriculum. Teachers
gave us feedback that the plans were
great but they had to spend a lot of time
searching and gathering the resources
needed to execute the plans. And then
they had to figure out pen drives to
transfer these files to a computer or
projector. All this created friction and
led to low adherence to plans. So, we
upgraded the teacher app to contain all
AV material needed for the plan. We also
designed and sent a School Kit with all
the physical resources required, so that
the teacher didn't have to prepare or
search for them. And because books of
national publishers were not appropriate
for our students, we designed our own
readers and workbooks mapped to
NCERT. This took us 3 years but at the
end, the LEAD School Solution made it
easy for the teacher to teach excellently.

Now teachers wanted more
because they had tasted the benefits
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The same local teachers
who were earlier teaching
by lecture method leading
to rote learning, became
better teachers by using the
LEAD Teacher App. Student
learning improved.
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of technology and centralized design.
Based on further feedback, we enabled
assessment data to be captured and
analyzed through the app and remedial
plans to be made based on this data.
There was no need to do detailed
Microsoft excel calculations anymore!
We also enabled Attendance data to be
captured in LEAD Teacher App. There
was now no need to maintain separate
registers! And finally, to include parents
as equal partners, we developed a
LEAD Parent App. All communication
and notifications could now be sent
digitally. There was no need for teachers
to fill 35 diaries anymore! Slowly, over
4 years, we had created a LEAD School
Solution that was comprehensive

and catered to all stakeholders. Most
importantly, it made the teacher’s task
easier and allowed her to focus on her
main job - teaching excellently!

The results were astounding! The

same local teachers who were earlier
teaching by lecture method leading to
rote learning, became better teachers
by using the LEAD Teacher App.
Student learning improved. Across our
schools, students showed 1.6 years of
English Literacy growth in just one year.
In Math, class average improved from
51% to 63% in just one year. Teachers
remarked how easy it had become to
teach excellently. Their classes were
much more engaged and they felt
happy seeing their students learn.
Schools had better data at hand. They
could see which class was doing well
and which teacher was teaching well
based on student results. Some of our
trainings were then directed to those
teachers who had low student results,
in areas they needed help with. Parents
were happy because they now knew
what their child was learning through
regular notifications. The overall school

system improved.

Wethenopened more LEAD Schools
and implemented the LEAD School
Solution there too. We also offered it to a
few partner schools to see the results. In
both own and partner schools, student
learning and teacher satisfaction were
as good as our first school. These results
gave us the confidence that teachers
when empowered with the right tools
and solutions, can create miracles with
their students.

We are now implementing the
LEAD School Solution in government
schools in Delhi and affordable private
schools in Maharashtra, Gujarat and
other states, to improve student
learning there too. Our mission is to
bring excellent education to every
child. And we are keenly looking for
more similar minded educators and
school leaders to partner with us on
this mission!




Ask your lawyer

Child not given admission since we
applied in open category

: We have applied for admission in Nursery
in “General Education Academy” in
Chembur. We are Hindu-Mochi and we

want to seek admission in open category

Ad. PRASHANT

since we can afford the education and
someone who really deserves the benefit
should get it. But the school is denying
admission stating that a reserved category
student cannot seek admission in open
category. Thanks
JAIRAJ | jairajkurdia87@gamil.com
A: RTE Act indeed restricts 25 per cent seats to the children of
economic weaker sections and disadvantaged background
but it does not exclude any child to apply under open
category. Such denial is illegal. You can write to the school
asserting your right to not avail the legal privilege under

NARANG

Supreme court of India

section 12(1)(c) and your right to approach judicial forum for
an appropriate remedy.

Grievance Title: Student Bhanage Soham Rajendra
(17AH002132) Allocated to the School DAHANUKAR ENG
MED PRITILAKNAGAR (27261004309) under 25% RTE Rule
however the School Demanding Admission Fee & Other
Fees to the parents
: Student Bhanage Soham Rajendra (17AH002132) Allocated
to the School DAHANUKAR ENG MED PRI TILAKNAGAR
(27261004309) under 25% RTE Rule however the School
Demanding Admission Fee & Other Fees to the parents And
also demanding Bus Fees however home to school distance is
less than 3 KM. School also gives receipt to pay the amount in
the bank & stated that, parents should pay the amount other
wise admission would be cancelled. School also gives same
statement to below students which allocated under RTE Rule
Pawar Atharv (17AH002255), Jadhav Harshal (17AH004346).

Lastly school admission authority person told you may call any
RTE officer but we don't gives admission without pay thisamount.
Thanks,
BHANAGE RAJENDRA JABAJI | rakesha.raje@gmail.com
A: No school can ask for any tuition fee or admission fee from any
child allocated or admitted as per section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act.
Regarding bus fee, please check the state rules and high court
judgments, if any.
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Number of holidays permitted
: My child is going to be in the 1st STD at JBCN - PAREL in the
academic year 2017-18. As per their holiday list - they have given
a total of 178 holidays and only 187 working days. | want to
know what is the minimum no. of working days a school should
compulsorily adhere to. Co we are paying huge amounts of fees
for only 187 working days
ESHITA GALA | ekhandhar84@gmail.com
A: As per the Schedule to the RTE Act, minimum number of working
days for class |-V must be not less than 200 in an academic year.
You can write to the state education department and state
commission for protection of child rights.

Q: Is the RTE applicable to Minority Educational Institutes?
SIKH NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL | snhs1946@gmail.com
A: 25 per cent quota provision is certainly not applicable to
Minority Educational Institutes even if those are aided schools.
For other provisions, you will need to check your state high
court judgments.

How to register my pre school in bihar
: please help me how to register my school block
VIVEK YADAYV | vivekca.raj773@gmail.com
: Most states do not have any regulations for pre-schools. Please
contact the state education department for registration of your
pre-schools.

RTE - 25% Reservation Quota
: Why income certificate is Rs 1 lakh?
If Government given tax free income slab was rs. 2,50,000/- to
3,00,000/- then why RTE-25% given condition of rs.1,00,000/-
income certificate, if it is wrong give new notification. It means
government dos not wants to enroll middle class family child in
good education. Please clarify.
SADANAND | shisode13@gmail.com
A: The eligibility criteria for admission under section 12(1)(c)
RTE Act which reserves and provides state funding for 25 per
cent of seats in private non-minority schools is decided by
the state government or the state education departments.
The objective is to benefit economically weaker sections and
other disadvantaged groups only. You can apply for open
category seats.

Centre for Civil Society offers free legal advice and consult on RTE. We consult legal expert and advocate

from iJustice. Write to nisa@ccs.in with your query.
Be as brief, clear and specific as possible, and put the subject line as:‘Legal Boundaries - NISA Query"
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Will you help me
achieve my

dreams?

We are looking for motivated partners to transform
government schools into centers of excellence.
The partnership has strong support from South "
Delhi Municipal Corporation and philanthropists. L WK Cpvmaret

¢

“It's a very rewarding partnership,
with potential for great impact.”

Ashok Kumar Thakur, Muni International School
(Partner in 3 schools in South Delhi)

THE EDUCATION ALLIANCE
For further details, contact Kanchan Lall 28 schools 1 2 partners 5000 students
(% info@theeducationalliance.org  (R,) +91 9818020998 / +91 11 49125907 www.theeducationalliance.org

ANNOUNCING SCNC 2017

Ot SCHOOL CHOICE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

NEW DELHI
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NISA MEMBERSHIP FORM

BENEFITS TO THE ASSOCIATIONS

» Joining an alliance that provides a national voice, advocating for the interest of budget private schools

» Opportunity to spread awareness about the need for associations

» Reputation-building for the association at a national and international level

» Exposure and opportunities to learn from the best practices of other member associations from different states

» Latest information about education developments, new legislations, policies, regulations, amendments and related issues

» Direct contact with colleagues across the country and throughout the nation - an open gateway to people and resources
that help make schools even better

» Through a nationwide advocacy campaign, access to legal aid to protect interests of associations

» Representation on a national citizenry platform that advocates for fewer regulations and greater transparency from the
government, media, academics and international organizations

» Updates on important cases from alliance officers and staff who attend meetings with governments

NISA MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR ASSOCIATION

NameofAssociation:[ [ [ [ [ [ [ T [T JJ [ [T TTTTITITITITITITTTTTITILILIIITTT]
Name of President/Head of theAssociation:| | T I [T T T T T T T 1T 1T T1T1TI1I1UTI1UTLITITITTUTIT1T1]1
PhoneNumber: [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ Jemaito:[ [ [TT]T[JTTTT]T]]

Postal Address of Association/ Head of the Association (Whicheverisapplicable): [ | T T T T T [ [ |

Yes, | wish to be a member of National Independent Schools Alliance (NISA)
Fill in the above form and send it to NISA Secretariat, A-69, Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016
For more information, call: +91 9899485667; 011 2653 7456 E-mail: nisa@ccs.in Website: www.nisaindia.org

NG
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NISA NAMASKAR SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR NISA NAMASKAR
Please complete the form below and send it to: NISA Secretariat, A-69, Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016

Neme: | [ [ [ [T T T T TTITITTIITTTIITTTITITTITIRITTIIITTITITTT]

PhoneNumber: [ [ [ [ [ T [ T [T ] Emato:{ [ [TTTITITIITTTILITTTLTTIT]
Address: [ [ [T [T LTI T 110101ttt ittt iril]
PnCode: [ [ T T T ] Country: | [ I [T [T LTI IT O TTT]
Oceupation: | [ [ [ T [T [T TP IP I PTPTOTOTETETIETIETIETETT Il
Mode of Payment: Cash: [_] Cheque: [_] Net Banking: [ ]

For net banking, transfer the amount at: A/C No.- 412102010057920
Union Bank of India, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019
IFSC Code: UBIN0541214
Yearly Subscription Amount: INR 500
For payment via cheque, please enclose cheque/DD in favour of NISA Education, payable at Delhi for INR 500
For further queries, subscription or advertisement related, contact: nisa@ccs.in; 91 9899485667; 011 2653 7456
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Call for Entries

duboc
STORIES OF EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM COMPETITION

Centre for Civil Society is proud to announce the return of jts’ flagship media event "EduDoc: Stories
of Education” in an effort to rekindle the celebration of education. The 2017 edition has a central
overarching theme of "Education: Challenges, Innovations, Celebrations”, and is open to all.

aims to transcend geographical and language barriers by providing a platform to help
bring into the limelight, educationists and edupreneurs, whose innovative ideas nurture education.
Significant contributions often remain in the shadows and to correct this, we'd like to provide the
center stage to those who, despite limited resources, are facilitating and shaping the upcoming
generation of leaders.

29003 Education: Challenges, Innovations, Celebrations

SE e

1 05:00 minutes or less (including credits)

UAGH

1 Any (English subtitles mandatory for non-English films)

R RN Uniimitec 15Sept 2017

AP AA SRRV LD IRAEND PRSI T LAY

www.jeevika.org/edudoc-2017

For queries, contact:
+91-11-2653 7456; ext 43 | +91-BB003 44700 | jeevika®ccs.in
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National Independent Schools Alliance

National Independent Schools Alliance
(NISA) is the unified voice of budget
private schools (BPS) in India, that aim at
improving access to affordable and quality
education for the economically weaker
students.

20 States, 24 Associations’
55,000+ Schools, 22,00,00,000+ Students

Become a member today! Join NISA

G/nisaindia.org O/nisaedu /ccsiandiatv
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Will you help me
achieve my

dreams?

We are looking for motivated partners to transform
government schools into centers of excellence.
The partnership has strong support from South "
Delhi Municipal Corporation and philanthropists. L WK Cpvmaret

¢

“It's a very rewarding partnership,
with potential for great impact.”

Ashok Kumar Thakur, Muni International School
(Partner in 3 schools in South Delhi)

THE EDUCATION ALLIANCE
For further details, contact Kanchan Lall 28 schools 1 2 partners 5000 students
(% info@theeducationalliance.org  (R,) +91 9818020998 / +91 11 49125907 www.theeducationalliance.org

ANNOUNCING SCNC 2017

Ot SCHOOL CHOICE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

NEW DELHI

A Indtiative of In F:nlrnﬂr ship with K Ill'u,'h soclal media partner With support from
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@ Social Change Through Public Policy I\n i _\ A% ¥wEdelGive AT AL .

[ e—— -\..l..“ [T




NTSA

olHIDR

NISA MEMBERSHIP FORM

BENEFITS TO THE ASSOCIATIONS

» Joining an alliance that provides a national voice, advocating for the interest of budget private schools

» Opportunity to spread awareness about the need for associations

» Reputation-building for the association at a national and international level

» Exposure and opportunities to learn from the best practices of other member associations from different states

» Latest information about education developments, new legislations, policies, regulations, amendments and related issues

» Direct contact with colleagues across the country and throughout the nation - an open gateway to people and resources
that help make schools even better

» Through a nationwide advocacy campaign, access to legal aid to protect interests of associations

» Representation on a national citizenry platform that advocates for fewer regulations and greater transparency from the
government, media, academics and international organizations

» Updates on important cases from alliance officers and staff who attend meetings with governments

NISA MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR ASSOCIATION
NameofAssociation:[ | [ [ [ [ [ [ [T T TT T TTTITITIITIITTTTTITTITITITITT]

Name of President/Head of the Association: [ | | [ [ T I 1T T T 1T T 1T ITITI1TI1TITTITITITTITI1T1T1T1]1
PhoneNumber: | [ [ [ [ [ [ J [ [ [ [ JEmato:[ [ [ [ [ [[T[[ ][]
Postal Address of Association/ Head of the Association (Whicheverisapplicable): [ | T T T T T [ [ |

Yes, | wish to be a member of National Independent Schools Alliance (NISA)
Fill in the above form and send it to NISA Secretariat, A-69, Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016
For more information, call: +91 9899485667; 011 2653 7456 E-mail: nisa@ccs.in Website: www.nisaindia.org
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NISA NAMASKAR SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR NISA NAMASKAR
Please complete the form below and send it to: NISA Secretariat, A-69, Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016

vl EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

O I O s I O
ndresss LI T T T I T T T T T I T LI I T T I T T I T T T T T T I T T T T T T]
pincode: LTI T T T country: (I IIT T I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 11}
occupation: LTI T T T T T T T T T T I T T T T T I I I T I T T T I T T T I T I T T 1T 1]
Mode of Payment: Cash: D Cheque: D Net Banking: D

For net banking, transfer the amount at: A/CNo.- 412102010057920
Union Bank of India, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019
IFSC Code: UBIN0541214
Yearly Subscription Amount: INR 500
For payment via cheque, please enclose cheque/DD in favour of NISA Education, payable at Delhi for INR 500
For further queries, subscription or advertisement related, contact: nisa@ccs.in; 91 9899485667; 011 2653 7456



